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Congratulations to 
All the Student Leader Athletes 

and Award Recipients 
On your well deserved honor!

  savor the moment. . .

(609) 208 9099 • (908) 625-8512
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Congratulations to  

Matt Bonavita
on your success at 

Voorhees High School 
and your acceptance to 

Gettysburg College!

We are so proud of you!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Michael

Sports Paradise
Rudy Heierling • Nike Premier Dealer

Cell: 908-268-5586
Email: Rudy@sportsparadise.net

www.SportsParadise.net

Phone :: 609.585.0304
Fax :: 609.585.0308

770 Route 130
Hamilton, NJ  08690

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK - RAIN OR SHINE!!
Phone :: 609.585.0304
Fax :: 609.585.0308

770 Route 130
Hamilton, NJ  08690

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK - RAIN OR SHINE!!

770 Route 130 
Hamilton, NJ 08690 

Phone :: 609.585.0304 
Fax :: 609.585.0308

Congratulations  
on being named the  
Nottingham High  
School Delaware  
Valley Chapter  
National Football  
Foundation  
Scholar • Leader  
• Athlete.

We wish you the  
best of luck in you  
future college and  
football endeavors!  

We are  
very proud  
of you!
Love, Mom, Dad, Chandler,  
Nathan and the rest of your family

#3 Troy Scales 
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Officers:
Eric W. Hamilton,  

President

Kelly Myers, 
Vice President

Dr. Jim Ball,  
Secretary

Dr. Vince Boccanfuso, 
Treasurer

Chairs:
Jack Dunn
Ken Fisher
Ron Hoehn
Dan Klim

Bud Ralston
John Terry

Steve Tuckerson

Emeritus:
Scott Brunner
Jay Destribats

Nick Gusz
Win Headley

Ron Rick
Pat Ryan

Members:
Greg Bellotti

Robert Casciola
Nancy Faherty
Robert Faherty
Steve Gazdek
Larry Gunnell

Kevin Maloney
John McKenna

George O’Gorman
Mike Olshin
Jim Wilno

Welcome 
Eric Hamilton  

President, Delaware Valley Chapter • National Football Foundation & College Hall of Fame
Pledge of Allegiance

Master of Ceremonies 
Steve Tuckerson, 12th Man TD Club
Presentation of Awards 

Delaware Valley Chapter Little Scholar Award 
Kyle Liedka

Contribution to Youth Football Award 
Jon Butler, Pop Warner Little Scholars, Inc.

Jack Millard Memorial Football Official Award 
George Wah (Posthumous)

Hank Johns Coach of the Year Award 
Dan Caruso, Steinert High School

Contribution to Amateur Football Award 
Paul “Bones” Vichroski, Assistant Coach, TCNJ

Robert F. Casciola Distinguished American Award 
Eric Hamilton, Delaware Valley Chapter

Presentation of the Scholar-Leader-Athletes
Acceptance of Scholar-Leader-Athletes Awards

Presentation of the Chapter Scholarships
Jack Stephan Award Presented by Roma Bank

Ron Rick, Sr. Award Presented by Borden Perlman
Ed Cook Award Presented by The Friends of the 50th

Presentation of the Roy Van Ness Trophy

Delaware Valley Chapter Officers and Committees:

50th Annual Program
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LOGO CONFIGURATIONS

BACKGROUND USAGE

COLOR VALUES

Centered

Horizontal

Full-Color on White/Paper Stock

One-Color on White/Paper Stock One-Color Reverse on Black

Centered Stacked

Horizontal Stacked

Full-Color Reverse on Blue

PMS 295
Silver  

PMS 877 PMS BL ACK

PMS  CMYK  RGB  HEX

PMS 295  100, 68, 8, 52  0, 47, 95  002F5F

PMS 877  0, 0, 0, 40  167, 169, 172  A7A9AC

PMS BLACK  0, 0, 0, 100  30, 30, 30  1E1E1E
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The first Scholar/Athlete dinner hosted by the Delaware Valley chapter was a lot like a small family get-together as a group 
of prominent area business leaders and sportsmen, brought together by local sportswriter Jimmie McDowell gathered at The 
Carteret Club in downtown Trenton to honor a high school senior football player who had been even more successful in the 
classroom.

In 50 years that small gathering to honor Notre Dame High senior Pat Ryan has grown to become the most prestigious 
football dinner in the Delaware Valley, possibly in the entire Garden State.

No longer is it just one player being saluted and receiving a certificate. Now the Delaware Valley chapter of the National 
Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame honors graduating senior football players from 30 schools in six Central Jersey 
counties, each of them receiving at least a $1,000 scholarship with money raised from various businessmen and women 
throughout the area.

Just as the great game of football has grown over the last 50 years, so has the Delaware Valley chapter dinner, which 
awards a scholarship pot of $50,000 — largest in the nation. The chapter is also the oldest in the U.S. with an honor roll of 
Distinguished American and Contribution to Amateur Football award winners that is a ‘Who’s Who’ of the football world.

Within five years after it was founded the DelVal chapter dinner had grown into a community-wide event that honored 
athletes from two dozen schools on both sides of the Delaware River and presented its coveted adult awards to political, civic 
and business leaders in the Trenton area.

Co-sponsored by the Trenton Times and later the Mercer County Chamber of Commerce, the Scholar/Athlete program grew 
from the cozy surroundings of the Carteret Club to venues like Barrett’s El Condado Restaurant in Ewing, the Colonial 
Firehouse Ballroom in Hamilton and the West Trenton Ballroom Ewing to the Princeton University campus and eventually to 
the grand ballroom of the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Princeton.

The tradition of bestowing the Distinguished American Award on prominent area business leaders like Don Ehret, Times 
publisher James Kerney Jr. and Fred Schluter eventually saw political leaders Sen. Franny McManimon, Mercer County 
executive Bob Prunetti - a scholar/athlete at Trenton High in 1972 - Sen. Pete Inverso, former Hamilton mayor Maurice Perilli 
and New Jersey banking legends Bill Faherty, Tom Bracken and Tim Losch headline the top dias.

Educational leaders Dr. Crosby Copeland of the Trenton Public Schools and Al DeMartin of Hamilton, athletic leaders 
Ken Fairman, Royce Flippin, Jake McCandless and Bob Casciola of Princeton University, Coca Cola president Bill Pearce 
of Princeton, NJSIAA executives Roy Schleicher and Steve Timko and lifelong football men and prominent coaches Win 
Headley, Len Rivers and Cosmo Iacavazzi were among the honorees named Distinguished Americans for having taken the 
lessons learned on the gridiron to become prominent area leaders.

Baseball Hall of Fame sportswriter Harold ‘Bus’ Saidt of the Times, former NFL stars Troy Vincent (Eagles) and Scott 
Brunner (Giants), popular area radio sports broadcasters Vince Reed and Roger Hendler, the father-son tandem of Ron Rick 
and Ron Jr., and local coaching legends Dr. Ken Keufffel (Lawrenceville), Eric Hamilton (College of NJ), Steve Muench 
(Ewing), Sam Jefferis (South Hunterdon), John Curtis (Princeton) and Jim Griffin (Hightstown) helped add to the DelVal 
chapter’s reputation for saluting the best of the best and continue the reputation the Delaware Valley chapter has always held 
for being the first - and the most successful - of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame chapters.

History of the Delaware Valley Chapter’s 
Scholar-Leader-Athlete

Awards Dinner
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Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

Past Scholarship Winners
Year Winner School College Award
2010........................ Ross Scheuerman ................... Allentown High School ................ Lafayette College .............................................. $5,000
 Matt Berry .............................. North Hunterdon High School ..... Johns Hopkins ................................................... $2,500
2009........................ Bradford Bormann  ................ Hunterdon Central ........................ Lafayette .............................................................$5,000
 Douglas Bryant ...................... Princeton ...................................... University of Michigan ..................................... $2,500
 Sean Eccles ............................ Allentown ..................................... Ramapo ............................................................. $2,500
2008........................ Anthony Russ  ........................ Lawrence High School ................. Harvard ...............................................................$5,000
 Brian Reilly  ........................... Peddie School ............................... Harvard .............................................................. $2,500
 Jeffrey Riemann  .................... WWP-South ................................. Williams ............................................................ $2,500
2007........................ Daniel Fitzsimmons ............... Hunterdon Central ........................ Princeton ............................................................$5,000
 Andrew Bourassa ................... Del Val .......................................... Cornell ............................................................... $2,500
 Douglas Borchert ................... Princeton HS ................................ Lafayette ............................................................ $2,000
 Eldred Richards ...................... WWP-South ................................. Albany ............................................................... $2,000
2006........................ Ryan Lupo .............................. WWP-South ................................. Williams .............................................................$5,000
 Joshua Scassero ...................... Florence ........................................ Stockton ............................................................ $2,500
 Nick Lezynski ........................ Notre Dame .................................. Notre Dame ....................................................... $2,500
2005........................ Imaniborn Etukeren ................ Lawrenceville ............................... Arizona State ......................................................$5,000
 David Blitzer .......................... PDS .............................................. Williams ............................................................ $2,500
 Gabriel C. Plumer .................. Del Val .......................................... Johns Hopkins ................................................... $2,500
2004........................ Andrew Riexinger .................. Notre Dame .................................. TCNJ ..................................................................$5,000
 Vincent G. Giacalone ............. Princeton HS ................................ Carnegie Mellon ................................................ $2,500
 Matthew Ordog ...................... Florence ........................................ Muhlenberg ....................................................... $2,500
2003........................ Brian Raike ............................ Ewing ........................................... Pennsylvania ......................................................$5,000
 David Mosteller ...................... Princeton ...................................... Wesleyan ........................................................... $3,500
 Brian Waller ........................... Hightstown ................................... Coast Guard ....................................................... $2,500
2002........................ Robert Toresco ....................... Hunterdon Central ........................ Princeton ............................................................$5,000
 Stephen Ordog ........................ Florence ........................................ Ursinus .............................................................. $3,500
 Jay Graber .............................. Notre Dame .................................. Hofstra ............................................................... $1,250
 JT Hutchinson ........................ WWP South .................................. Pennsylvania ..................................................... $1,250
2001........................ Alexander Brun ...................... Hamilton ....................................... Rutgers ...............................................................$5,000
 Charles Nagy .......................... Bordentown .................................. Wagner .............................................................. $3,500
 Jonathon Johnston .................. Peddie ........................................... US Naval Academy ........................................... $2,500
2000........................ Jason Vida .............................. Pennsbury ..................................... William & Mary .................................................$5,000
 Joe Crupi ................................ Hamilton ....................................... US Marine Corps .............................................. $3,500
 John Brodowski...................... Bordentown .................................. Muhlenburg ....................................................... $2,500
 Matthew Krantz ...................... Allentown ..................................... Wake Forest ....................................................... $2,000
1999........................ Brian Lyons ............................ Hamilton ....................................... Post Grad ............................................................$5,000
 Isaac Bethea ........................... Trenton ......................................... Pennsylvania ..................................................... $3,500
 Adam Allen ............................ Nottingham ................................... Lafayette ............................................................ $2,500
1998........................ Alex Wade .............................. Council Rock ................................ Duke ...................................................................$5,000
 Jamal Lundy ........................... Florence ........................................ Lehigh ............................................................... $3,500
 Adrian Wall ............................ Lawrenceville ............................... Harvard .............................................................. $2,500
1997........................ Mike Azzara ........................... Lawrence ...................................... Middlebury .........................................................$5,000
 Brian White ............................ Hamilton ....................................... Villanova ........................................................... $3,500
 Dave Czehut ........................... No. Burlington.............................. Princeton ........................................................... $2,500
1996........................ Buck Adams ........................... Hightstown ................................... West Point ..........................................................$5,000
 Brett Martz ............................. No. Burlington.............................. Pennsylvania ..................................................... $3,500
 Don Povia ............................... Nottingham ................................... Monmouth ......................................................... $2,500
1995........................ Joe Andolina ........................... WWP ............................................ Princeton ............................................................$5,000
 Hank Johns, Jr. ....................... Pennsbury ..................................... Georgetown ....................................................... $3,500
 Greg Gorla .............................. Steinert ......................................... Johns Hopkins ................................................... $2,500
1994........................ Anthony Apicelli .................... Ewing ........................................... Princeton ............................................................$5,000
 Brian Vannozzi ....................... Notre Dame .................................. Johns Hopkins ................................................... $3,500
 Rick Dittman .......................... Pennsbury ..................................... Brown ................................................................ $1,500
1993........................ Matt Rader .............................. Pennsbury ..................................... Duke ...................................................................$5,000
 Ian Halpern ............................. Princeton Day ............................... Brown ................................................................ $2,500
 Dan Schramek ........................ Council Rock ................................ Penn State .......................................................... $1,500
1992........................ Ricky Durst ............................ Pennington.................................... Middlebury .........................................................$5,000
 Noah Harlan ........................... Princeton ...................................... Williams ............................................................ $2,500
 Gus Burmeister ...................... Florence ........................................ Lafayette ............................................................ $1,500
1991........................ Rob Beetel .............................. No. Burlington.............................. Trenton State ......................................................$5,000
 Greg Coleman ........................ Steinert ......................................... Trenton State ..................................................... $2,500
 William Warrick ..................... Lawrenceville ............................... North Carolina ................................................... $1,500
1990........................ Todd Luyber ........................... Florence ........................................ Rutgers ...............................................................$5,000
 Terrance Stokes ...................... Trenton ......................................... Pennsylvania ..................................................... $2,500
 Ron Duld ................................ Council Rock ................................ Pennsylvania ..................................................... $2,500

(continued on next page
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Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

Award Winners (1962-1981)
Year Winner School Head Coach
1981........................Douglas Paul .....................................................Princeton ........................................................................ Bill Cirullo
 Larry Ostema ....................................................Lawrenceville ................................................................. Ken Keuffel
1980........................Albert Yunkus ...................................................Peddie ............................................................................. Bob McClellan
 Mark Tagliaferri ................................................WWP .............................................................................. Tom Stuart
1979........................L. Hunninghake ................................................Princeton ........................................................................ Jim Beachell
 John Freda ........................................................Princeton Day ................................................................ Jim Walker
1978........................Roncalli-Amici .................................................Peddie ............................................................................. Duke Oxford
 Jeffrey Guzy .....................................................WWP .............................................................................. Rex Walker
1977........................Donald Gips ......................................................Princeton Day ................................................................ Bob Hoffman
 Joe Garefino ......................................................South Hunterdon ............................................................ Sam Jeffris
1976........................Darren Ford ......................................................Pennington ..................................................................... Bill Long
 James Annett .....................................................Council Rock ................................................................. Walt Snyder
1975........................Mark Blaxhill ....................................................Princeton Day ................................................................ John Boneparth
 Rich Hagen .......................................................Hamilton ........................................................................ Bill McEvoy
1974........................Wayne Buder ....................................................Pennsbury ....................................................................... Chuck Kane
 W. Ellsworth .....................................................Princeton Day ................................................................ John Boneparth
1973........................Brian Bestwick .................................................Delhaas ........................................................................... Bob Hart
 David Ballard ....................................................Lawrenceville ................................................................. Ken Keuffel
1972........................Harold Brown ...................................................Lawrence ........................................................................ Ed Shirk
 Stuart Gordon ...................................................Lawrenceville ................................................................. Ken Keuffel
1971........................Andrew Varga ...................................................Morrisville ..................................................................... Ray Feldman
 Alan Chalifoux .................................................Hun ................................................................................. David Leete
1970........................Richard Ziegler .................................................Hun ................................................................................. David Leete
 Jerome Varcallo ................................................Woodrow Wilson ........................................................... Lou Sorrentino
1969........................Lewis Bowers ...................................................Princeton Day ................................................................ Dan Barren
 James Boyle ......................................................Bishop Egan ................................................................... Dick Bedesem
1968........................Edward Hryn ....................................................Hamilton ........................................................................ Dave Bryan
 Paul Dahlman ...................................................Pennsbury ....................................................................... Ernie Baugher
1967........................Tom Butterfoss .................................................Princeton ........................................................................ Dick Wood
 Mike Drulis .......................................................Notre Dame .................................................................... Walt Porter
 Robert Krugler ..................................................Peddie ............................................................................. Edmund Paul
1966........................Sylvester Micir .................................................Bishop Egan ................................................................... Dick Bedesem
 Stephan Kessler ................................................Pennington ..................................................................... Howard Poore
1965........................ James Colbert ...................................................Neshaminy ..................................................................... John Petercuskie
 Warren McManus .............................................Peddie ............................................................................. Edmund Paul
1964........................Mark Savidge ....................................................Hun ................................................................................. Hawley Water
1963........................Will Dickey .......................................................Lawrenceville ................................................................. Jack Reydel
1962........................Pat Ryan ............................................................Notre Dame .................................................................... Walt Porter

Past Scholarship Winners (continued)
Year Winner School College Award
1989........................ William Buffaloe .................... Bishop Egan ................................. Yale.....................................................................$5,000
 Adam Warcholak .................... Lawrence ...................................... Franklin & Marshall .......................................... $2,500
 James Renna ........................... WWP ............................................ Princeton ........................................................... $2,500
1988........................ Scott Schienvar ...................... Hightstown ................................... Washington .........................................................$5,000
 Russell Player ......................... Burlington Twp. ........................... Holy Cross......................................................... $2,500
 Tom Falkowski ....................... Allentown ..................................... Bucknell ............................................................ $2,500
1987........................ Paul Evans .............................. Hamilton ....................................... Pennsylvania ......................................................$5,000
 Scott Snyder ........................... Council Rock ................................ Virginia Tech ..................................................... $2,500
 Eric Smith .............................. Lawrence ...................................... Cornell ............................................................... $2,500
1986........................ John Kleinman ....................... WWP ............................................ Lehigh ................................................................$4,000
 Scott Miller ............................ Princeton Day ............................... Brown ................................................................ $2,000
 Jesse Klingbiel ....................... Princeton ...................................... Bucknell ............................................................ $2,000
1985........................ Todd Ortmann ........................ Pennsbury ..................................... Princeton  ...........................................................$2,000
 CJ Cunningham ...................... Council Rock ................................ Pennsylvania ..................................................... $1,000
 Charles McCall ...................... WWP ............................................ Pennsylvania ..................................................... $1,000
1984........................ Galen Beske ........................... WWP ............................................ Lafayette .............................................................$1,500
 Eric Hovanec .......................... Princeton Day ............................... Princeton .............................................................. $750
 David Nitti .............................. Ewing ........................................... Villanova .............................................................. $750
1983........................ Ed Hudson .............................. Lawrenceville ............................... Harvard ................................................................$1300
 Mike Schnoering .................... Nottingham ................................... NJ Tech ................................................................. $650
 Darren Doherty ...................... Notre Dame .................................. Swarthmore .......................................................... $650
1982........................ Nathan Thompson .................. Lawrence ...................................... William & Marry ...................................................$800
 Mike Druckman ..................... WWP ............................................ Harvard ................................................................. $400
 Richard Guinness ................... Steinert ......................................... Rider ..................................................................... $400
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Past Winners By School

Allentown
2011 Ryan Tedesco
2010 Ross Scheurman
2009 Sean Eccles
2008 Matthew Patterson
2007 Chris Gentz
2006 Ryan Singler
2005 James Nelson
2004 Daniel Walters
2003 Brian Todd
2002 Thomas Keeley
2001 Bill Hincher
2000 Matthew Krantz
1999 Scott Walsh-Riddle
1998 Keith Friedman
1997 Daniel Hutchinson
1996 Robert Gayda
1991 Jamie Burdge
1990 Brian McKay Greco
1989 Paul Hollister
1988 Tom Falkowski
1987 Brian Wangerein
1986 Darryl Johnson

Bordentown
2011 David Bridges
2009 David Anthony
2007 Wayne Cobbs
2005 Bill Dekovitch
2004 Ryan Lynch
2003 Matthew Gabriel
2002 Michael Malone
2001 Charles Nagy
2000 John Brodowski
1999 James Snelling
1998 Joseph Malone
1997 Justin Tucker
1996 Lee Brodowski
1995 Jarred Tucker
1994 Jeremy Kinczel
1993 DeMond Timmons
1992 Peter Brown
1991 Brian Shestko
1990 Mike Novatkoski
1988 Jay Kipp
1987 Craig Wojcik
1986 David Archer
1980 Herb Conaway
1977 Michael Geisert
1976 Ken Trout

Bridgewater-Raritan
2011 Raymond Mastroianni
2010 Connor Smith
2009 John Alicea

Delaware Valley
2011 Chris Fennell
2010 Clinton Wojcik
2009 Kyle Lechner
2008 Max Kollmer
2007 Andrew Bourassa
2006 Doug Gimson
2005 Gabe Plumer

Ewing
2011 Joseph Winters
2010 Andrew Jurczynski 
2009 Isaiah Chavis
2008 Richard Walter
2007 Philip Musick
2006 James Ray
2005 Steven Kellar
2004 Greg Keel
2003 Brian Raike
2002 Gregory Mancino 
2001 Kyle Miller
1999 Tom Murray 
1998 Michael Apicelli
1997 Mike Tkacs
1996 Nick Cimino
1995 Timothy Sipe
1994 Anthony Apicelli III
1993 Jeff Sgro
1992 Dave Bigornia
1991 Jason Mussell
1990 Anthony Marchetti 
1989 Anthony Aponte 
1988 Mike Dwyer
1987 Mike Linahan
1986 Matt Budzinski
1985 Peter Matthews
1984 David Nitti
1983 Chris Page
1982 Andy Harter
1981 Stan Sandford
1980 John Welling
1979 Ralph Obermeier
1978 Flip Faherty
1977 Mike Walker
1976 Jerry Davis

Florence
2011 Dakota Benish
2010 Adam Schmidt
2009 Patrick Ryan-Sweeney
2008 Zach Carugno
2007 Chris Salaga
2006 Josh  Scassero
2005 Anthony Cardone
2004 Matthew Ordog
2003 Chad Kessler
2002 Stephen Ordog
2001 Rodd Ingham
2000 CJ Kessler
1999 Richard Lee
1998 Jamaal Lundy
1997 Andrew Vincent
1996 Richard Holt
1995 Brett Reif
1994 Marcus Smith
1993 Rodger Molnar
1992 Gus Burmeister
1991 Jeffrey Parker
1990 Todd Luyber
1989 Sam Cubberly
1988 Jay Krause
1987 Will Saybe
1986 Troy Fitzpatrick

Hamilton West
2011 Stephen Clayton
2010 Raymond Franks
2009 Francis Quartucci
2008 Goerrel DeGuzman
2007 Richard Nuel
2006 Derek Reinhardt
2005 Jason Burch
2004 Mark Dalton
2003 Terrance Wilson
2002 Joseph Brun
2000 Joseph Crupi
1999 Brian Lyons
1998 Thomas Gardner
1997 Brian White
1996 James Udijohn
1995 Kelly Crisci
1994 Michael Milewski
1993 Ed Steckley
1992 Anthony Mastrangeli
1991 Dan Ritter
1990 Scott Varrasse
1989 Phillip Angarone
1988 David Suess
1987 Paul Evans
1986 David Hutchinson
1985 Richard Burek
1984 Brant Savander
1983 Scott Schappell
1982 Brian Bonacci
1981 Scott Okupski
1979 Jim Bogden
1978 Bill Schappell
1977 Ernie Brewer
1976 Michael Griffith

Hightstown
2011 Christopher Boyle
2010  Kevin Monahan
2009 Felipe Kubaski
2008 Brian Louth
2007 Matthew Stinson
2006 Daniel Ratner
2005 John Grellis
2004 Peros Stavrakis
2003 Brian Waller
2002 Joseph Span
2001  Steven Torres
2000 Larry Ficarro
1999 Brian Zedalis
1998 Thomas Sweeney
1997 Jonathan Gosnell
1996 Buck Adams
1995 Osama Abdelwahab
1994 James Pezzanite
1993 William Reeves
1992 Chris Zambrio
1991 Brian Conrad
1990 Rich Herman
1989 Russ Brown
1988 Scott Schienvar
1987 Kevin Wieland
1986 William MacKnight
1985 Christopher Schilling
1984 Dave Williams
1983 Jeffrey Levin
1982 Scott Weitzman
1981 John VanSack
1980 Fred Jones
1978 David Kaplan
1977 Robert Nash
1976 Mike Johnson

Hillsborough
2011 John Von Nessen
2010 Matthew Leddy
2009 Michael Banaciski
2008 Michael Daly
2007 Matthew Leon
2006 Joseph Senerchia
2005 Evan Fitzgerald
2004 Matt Donahue
2003 Patrick Errico
2002 Tim Pultorak
2001 Kristian Molloy

Hopewell Valley
2011 Matt Pagano
2010 Tim Sutton
2009 Drew Semple
2008 Kevin Kley
2007 Marc Kilstein
2006 Andrew Cassavall
2005 Tim Reside
2004 Tyler Brewster

Hun
2011 David Dudeck III
2010 Jonathan Zuttah
2009 Brenden Dudeck
2008 Nicholas Williams
2007 Andrew Felker
2006 Kevin Gallagher
2005 Stephen Diverio
2004 Pat Gallagher
2003 Thomas Monfileto
2002 Alex Bush
2001 Jason Schleifer
2000 TJ Dimuzio
1999 Andrew Zimmer
1998 Bill Quirk
1997 Brendan Tierney
1996 Trevor Tierney
1995 David Inderbitzin
1994 Bill Long
1993 Chris Ventresca
1992 Sherrod Arshan
1991 Patrick Gordon Fisher
1990 Matt Hyldahl
1989 George Cole III
1988 Jim Sheeder
1987 Rob Siegel
1986 Nick Miller
1985 Timothy O’Gorman
1984 Jeff Lennon
1983 John Salasko
1982 Brian Kelly
1981 Tim Landis
1980 Tom Steiner
1979 Matthew Roach
1978 Scott Zahn
1977 Craig Darvin

Hunterdon Central
2011 Billy Hatton
2010 Christopher Ibrahim
2009 Bradford Borman
2008 Erik Wachter
2007 Daniel Fitzsimmons
2006 Mike Weisel
2005 Chris Wynn
2004 Daniel Torino
2003 Owen Brenner
2002 Robert Toresco
2001  Michael Myers
2000 Devon Smith
1999 Michael Carr
1998 Will Saja
1997 Scott Donnelly
1996 Mark Menkowski
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Past Winners By School

Lawrence
2011 Justin Scott
2010 Kalib Barksdale
2009 Ethan Posey
2008 Anthony Russ
2007 Brian Mills
2006 Ryan Schmid
2005 Ryan Welsh
2004 Adam Oliszewski
2003 Stephen Marencik
2002 Ryan Dunn
2001 Oliver Taylor II
2000 Matt Decristofano
1999 Sean Beckerman
1998 Paul Sciarra
1997 Michael Azzara
1996 Dan Rowcotsky
1995 Brad Kiesling
1994 Jeff Elbich
1993 Chris Scaturo
1992 Dave Leather
1991 Ramsey Kazem
1990 Ed Schaaf
1989 Adam Warcholak
1988 Scott Rue
1987 Eric Smith
1985 Todd Brunner
1984 Mike McNeilly
1983 Ed Sweeney
1982 Nathan Thompson
1980 Edmund Jaeger
1979 David Moore
1978 Drew Tomenchok
1977 Matthew Sabisky
1976 Scott Brunner

The Lawrenceville  
School
2011 J Walker Kirby
2010 Michael McDavid
2009 Nathan Saffold
2008 Matthew Frakes
2007 Jason Moscowitz
2006 Sean Delaney
2005 Imanibom Etukeren
2004 Peter Stevens
2003 Quincy Holmer
2002 Christopher Rommel
2001 Etukeren Milo
2000 Joseph Zullo
1999 Oliver Longwell
1998 Adrian Wall
1997 David Grimm
1996 Rob Ozols
1995 Charles Rigler
1994 Robert Vann
1993 Samuel Speedie
1992 Drew Payne
1991 William Warrick
1990 Victor Hsu
1989 Tom Miles 
1988 Chris Tanner
1987 John Sheehan
1986 Robert Yum
1985 Matthew Walker
1984 Sam Sloane
1983 Edward Hudson
1982 Brian Dunlop
1981 Larry Ostema
1980 Darrell Dante
1979 Scott Breig
1977 Mark Flood
1976 David Reynolds

Montgomery
2011 Andrew Jones
2010 Kevin Brune
2009 John Hakanson
2008 Andrew Singley
2007 Alexander Colarusso
2006 Michael Andrew
2005 DJ Catalano
2004 Nick Umar
2003 Andrew Blitzer
2002 Patrick McKnight

New Egypt
2011 Joseph Puza
2010 Dylan Wills
2009 Brian Hamilton
2008 Ryan Casolino
2007 Lance Sutton
2006 Dominic Valdner
2005 Greg Sonday
2004 Lee Hopkins
2003 Martin Morfin
2002 Nick DePinto

North Hunterdon
2011 Colin Macri
2010 Matthew Berry
2009 Shane Wilson
2008 Ted Delia
2007 Colin Curzi
2005 Greg Capece

Northern Burlington
2011 Matt Rafferty
2010 Bryan Cargill
2009 Zachary Way
2008 Andrew Bothwell
2007 Zachary Fray
2006 Daniel Agos
2005 Alex Bothwell
2004 Miles Magee
2003 Roger Kapsimalis
2002 Kiel Ridolfino
2001 Gregory Dyson
2000 Clifford Vieira
1999 Ryan Orloski
1998 Ryan Foley
1997 David Czehut
1996 Brett Martz
1995 Todd Ross
1994 Jule Dolce
1993 Bryan Batchler
1992 Michael McLain
1991 Rob Beetel
1990 Andrew Kearns
1989 Jon Reising
1988 Paul Madson
1987 Robert Paglione
1986 Michael Dolan
1978 Travis Wallington
1977 John Carver
1976 Joseph Craver

Notre Dame
2011 Ryan Germano
2010 Justin Adams
2009 Michael Vaughn
2008 Michael Camastra
2007 Ted Camastra
2006 Nicholas Lezynski
2005 Michael DeMille
2004 Andrew Reixinger
2003 Andy Larkin
2002 Jay Graber
2000 Michael Choquette
1999 Ray Noonan
1998 John Adams
1997 David Heitzman
1996 Gerry VanSlooter
1995 Kevin French
1994 Brian Vannozzi
1993 David Sass
1992 Bill Moore
1991 Erik Lyman
1990 John Heitzman
1989 Brian Eller
1987 Craig Bergman
1986 Michael Tritt
1985 Christopher Hart
1984 Jamie Lynch
1983 Darren Doherty
1982 Steve Twamley
1981 John Terry
1980 Jim Challender
1979 Bill Perna
1977 Tim Mahoney
1976 Jeff Schrader

Nottingham
2011 Troy Scales
2010 Patrick Swisher
2009 Miguel Colon
2008 Ryan McDermott
2007 Justin Davies
2006 Zachary Raywood
2005 Jeff Reid
2004 Tristan Kamrad
2003 Matthew Lampan
2002 Daniel Raywood
2001 Damian Shaddow
2000 Thomas Dobbinson
1999 Adam Allen
1998 Ryan Tolboom
1997 Walter Kolczynski
1996 Donald Povia
1995 Eric Kellgren
1994 Kirk Partyka
1993 Jeremy Costa
1992 Chris White
1991 Carl Kellgren
1990 Brian Hughes
1989 Michael Hughes
1988 Michael Capone
1987 Rob Hewitt
1986 Joe Lepold
1985 Donald Turner
1984 Keith Turner
1983 Michael Schnoering

Peddie
2011 James Lindberg
2010 Joseph Carroll
2009 Nicholas Pascullo
2008 Bryan Reilly
2007 Thomas Burns
2006 Thomas Golden
2005 Mario Peia
2004 Joseph Clark
2003 Leo Reilly
2002 Stefan Scoon
2001 Jonathan Johnston
2000 Bryan Lodigiani
1999 Tim Sorenson
1998 Dennis Dugan
1997 Jason DelGrosso
1996 Rodger Colbert
1995 Douglas Martin
1994 Doug Oberfield
1993 John Harris
1992 David Herman
1991 Jeffrey Topchik
1990 Adam Wilner
1988 Greg Dalin
1987 Edson McClellan
1986 Stephen Pattelena
1985 Scott Hansen
1984 William McCarthy
1983 PJ Horgan
1981 Hugh Gordon
1980 Albert Yunkus
1979 Peter Donoghue
1977 Fred Schmitt
1976 John Ochs

Pennington
2011 Phil Pecora
2010 Keith Dearden
2009 Angelo Persichilli
2008 Ryan Firman
2007 Andrew Hanks
2006 Justin Dawlabani
2005 Dave Bruhn
2004 Jess Morrison
2003 Shane Henderson
2002 John Molinelli
2001 Christopher Liwosz
2000 Peter Gerry
1999 Brian Sodomin
1998 Josh Strober
1997 Andrew Beckert
1996 Matt Curry
1995 Patrick Curry
1994 Keelan DeShields
1993 Brian Haller
1992 Eric Durst
1990 Ian Falk
1989 Sandberg Durst
1988 Jeffrey Spera
1987 Lee Picariello
1986 Geoff Mesfelder
1985 Donald Sabino
1984 Pat Picariello
1983 Frank Thropp
1982 Andrew Tibbetss
1981 Jeff Karhut
1979 Dan Duggan
1978 John Simmons
1977 Dave Santangelo
1976 Darren Ford
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Past Winners By School

Princeton High
2011 Alex Mitko
2010 John Beslity
2009 Douglas Bryant
2008 William Grenis
2007 Douglas Borchert
2006 John Mitko
2005 Frank Giacalone
2004 Vincent Giacalone
2003 David Mostoller
2002 Emre Guzelo
2001 Michael Chester
2000 Andrew Caprariello
1999 Brian Lalli
1998 Anthony Mayo
1997 Justin Miller
1996 Tim Haynes
1995 Kevin Kaczmarek
1994 Michael Nolan
1993 Brendan Branon
1992 Noah Harlan
1991 Taron Conover
1990 Ryan Branon
1989 Dave Kahn
1988 Anthony Cucchi
1987 Charles Kirby
1986 Jesse Klingebiel
1985 Christopher Moseley
1984 Gavin Hulsman
1983 Dave Schowalter
1982 Chris Hoover
1981 Doug Paul
1980 Bryan Varvel
1979 Leroy Hunninghake
1978 Jordan Paul
1977 Barry Turner
1976 Scott Thompson
Robbinsville
2011 Adam Bodkin
2010 Jeremy Sander
2009 Ryan DeAngelis
2008 Jelani Fenton
2007 Tyler Fassanella
South Hunterdon
2011 Max Whitaker
2010 Sam Franzini
2009 Philip McLoughan
2008 Andrew Weinstein
2007 Daniel Musselman
2006 Joseph Krajack
2005 Drew Siglin
2004 Glenn Tabasko Jr
2003 Rick Anthes
2002 Shane Smith
2001 Kevin Losch
2000 Matthew Walker
1999 Michael Nocar
1998 Andrew Walker
1997 Christian Losch
1996 Jason Sootkoos
1995 Rick Hults
1994 Joel Horner
1993 Jeremy Myers
1992 Doug Ford
1991 Jason Wood
1990 Brian Fitting
1989 Kevin Ohler
1988 Toby Jefferis
1987 John Kerr
1986 Bill McCrea
1985 Stephen McGuire
1983 Ronald Randolph
1982 John Hurley
1980 Nelson Velez
1979 Brian Mundhenk
1978 Dave Schaible
1977 Joe Garefino
1976 Richard Gimson

Steinert
2011 Tyler Zandomenego
2010 Andrew Donnell
2009 Nicholas Maciolek
2008 Scott Hill
2007 Nicholas Palombi
2006 John Dohanic
2005 Peter Theodorakopoulos
2004 Andrew Jarzyk
2003 Mark Bencivengo
2002 Kevin Bachalis
2001 David Szelingowski
2000 David Kerwick
1999 Jerel Smith
1998 Jason Bartolone
1997 Mario Cuniglio
1996 Nick Jacobi
1995 Greg Gorla
1994 Larry Wood
1993 Chris Cassiliano
1992 Frank Migliori
1991 Greg Coleman
1990 Andy VanBuskirk
1989 David shearn
1988 Greg Bennett
1987 Thomas young
1986 Chris Ruyak
1985 Guy Benson
1984 Mark Schiariti
1983 Lloyd Jacobs
1982 Richard Guiness
1981 Ian MacDonald
1980 George Serpikov
1979 Kermit Getz
1978 Rich Fornaro
1977 Michael Mulcahy
1976 Michael Capasso
Trenton Central
2011 Richard Levy
2010 Shaquan Page
2009 Ricko Burton
2008 Korey Thompson
2007 Jaaziah Bethea
2006 Dashawn Cribb
2005 Aaron Scott
2004 Rodney Curl
2003 Spencer Granston
2002 William Mitchell
2001 Joshua Kemp
2000 Aaron Bethea
1999 Isaac Bethea
1998 Kev Davison
1997 Ryan Teel
1996 Mohammad Addar
1995 James Patrick
1994 Bobby McCall
1993 Noriel Pena
1992 Corey Stokes
1991 Terrence Gilliam
1990 Terrance Stokes
1989 Raphiel Mack
1988 James Martin
1987 Chris Johnson
1986 Rolando Ramos
1985 James Moore
1984 Darryl Pickens
1983 Hayward Vereen
1982 James Meszaros
1981 Aaron Gibson
1980 Andrew Baker
1979 Andrew Komjathy
1978 John Golden
1977 Garry Komjathy
1976 Leo Gonzales

Voorhees
2011 Matthew Bonavita
2007 Mike Gaykowski
2005 Jake Piasecki
West Windsor North
2011 Stephen Pemberton
2010 Vince DiCindio
2009 Drew Kenavan
2008 Nicholas Kosar
2007 TJ Steinhilber
2006 Patrick Wade
2005 Marcus Ruggiero
2004 Joseph Mastrangelo
2003 Matthew Lalli
2002 Ricky Pyfrom
West Windsor South
2011 Chris Evans
2010 Alex Rohrback
2009 Christopher Matthews
2008 Jeffrey Riemann
2007 Eldred Richards
2006 Ryan Lupo
2005 Adrien Schrifer
2004 Grant MacQueen
2003 Thomas Hannon
2002 Jeffrey Hutchinson
2001 Ian MacQueen
2000 Daniel Carroll

West Windsor-
Plainsboro
1999 Boris Epsytheyn
1998 Chris Andrus
1997 Stephen Green
1996 Jason Neer
1995 Joseph Andolina
1994 Doug Lovejoy
1993 Steve Lubitz
1992 Aftab Hussain
1991 Victor Valenzuela
1990 David Lin
1989 Jim Renna
1988 AJ Pietrinferno
1987 Dale Huang
1986 Jon Kleinman
1985 Charles McCall
1984 Galen Beske
1983 Harold Cassady
1982 Mike Druckman
1981 Bob Kelly
1980 Mark Tagliaferri
1979 Peter Bahr
1978 Jeff Guzy
1977 Tom Murphy
1976 David Watson

Past Irwin Weiss Sprint 
Scholar-Leader-Athletes
Year Nominee Coach
2003.....Edmund Bartlett............. Ralph Wright
2002.....Brian Mickus ................. Keith Wadsworth
2001.....Andrew Morabito .......... Keith Wadsworth
2000.....Mike DeVoe-Piazza ....... Keith Wadsworth
1999.....Michael Pagnotto ........... Bob Dipipi
1998.....Kwaku Akowuah ........... Bob Dipipi
1997.....David Bell ...................... Tom Murray
1996.....Richard Barnett .............. Tom Murray
1995..... Jeremy McCallum ......... Tom Murray
1994..... Jeffery McCallum .......... Tom Murray
1993.....Michael Brogenm .......... Tom Murray
1992.....Chris Tanner .................. Tom Murray
1991.....Andy McDermott........... Tom Murray
1990.....Daniel Lonski ................ Tom Murray
1989.....Mark Tranchina ............. Tom Murray
1988.....Erik Hovanec ................. Tom Murray
1987.....Hugh Aiken .................... Tom Murray
1986.....Mike Menkowitz ........... Tom Murray
1985.....Vince McAneney ........... Tom Murray
1984.....Tom Ward ...................... Tom Murray
1983..... Jon Spear ....................... Tom Murray
1981.....Michael Pardee .............. Tom Murray
1980.....Stuart Gray..................... Tom Murray
1979.....Mark Blaxhill................. Tom Murray
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It would be easy to think that Eric Hamilton is being honored for his accomplishments as 
a coach, and he is. But he is much more than just a coach.

Since taking over at Trenton State College at the age of 23, which made him the 
youngest college head coach in the country, Hamilton has been equal parts pal, parent, 
and parish priest to literally generations of youngsters who have come to him with 
problems as wide-ranging as “how do I recognize the corner blitz” to “why won’t that 
cute girl in English class go out with me”. And Hamilton has guided them through both 
dilemmas with equal care and consideration, which is a big reason the players who come 
to him as kids leave as young men. 

“Eric understands that there’s more to coaching than just sending in the right play,” the 
late George Wah once told a sportswriter. “Sure, he wants to win, but he wants to help 
his players get ready for life after graduation and football. He cares about the kids who 
play for him, not just as players but as people.”

And “Coach Ham” remembers them all, from the first one to suit up in 1977 to the last 
one to turn in his equipment after the 2011 season. He can cite their strengths and weaknesses as players but would rather talk 
about their successes after football; the ones that make his chest swell with avuncular pride when he tells you that his former 
players are now doctors, attorneys, businessmen, educators, and even coaches.

Hamilton is also proud of, but not nearly as talkative about, the 211-138-6 record he has compiled, giving him the third most 
career wins among Division III coaches, or that during his 35 years on the sidelines he has led his alma mater to 21 winning 
seasons, eight conference championships and numerous post-season appearances. He’s also reluctant to talk about being named 
Coach of the Year more times by more organizations than many of his predecessors, all of his contemporaries, and mostly 
anyone else who will walk the sidelines after him.

He will talk about the great work of the Delaware Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of 
Fame, and conveniently fail to mention that he is the chapter president, or tell you that he is a recipient of the National Football 
Foundation’s Leadership Award. And he certainly isn’t going to let on that he is the only person to be both a high school 
(Bordentown) and college (Trenton State College) Student-Athlete, and the winner of both the Contribution to Amateur Football 
and Distinguished American awards. He will discuss what a great organization the 12th Man T.D. Club is, without telling 
you that he was one of the founders, and he can tell you to the penny how much the Mercer County Sunshine Foundation has 
received from the annual all-star game, but will be a little fuzzy about how much time and effort he has put in to making it the 
success is.  

Most of all Hamilton will gladly talk about his family, his lovely bride Kitty, sons Matt, Jeff, Ryan, and Colin, and daughter 
Kaitlin, telling you that none of the accomplishments or the accolades mean anything without them. All of which makes him 
much more than just a coach.

Robert F. Casciola  
Distinguished American Award

Eric Hamilton

Past Distinguished American Award Recipients
1995 Bob Prunetti
1994 Bill Granville
1993 Cosmo Iacavazzi
1992 George Chandler
1991 Alfred Bridges
1990 Eugene A. Renna
1989 Len Rivers
1988 Capt. Harry Masterson
1987 Lawrence Tiihoonen
1986 Albert DiMartin
1985 Robert Casciola
1984 Roy Schleicher
1983 Jake McCandless
1982 Earl H. Dean

1981 William Pierce
1980 Nicholas Gusz
1979 William McGuire
1978 Richard Landis
1977 Sen. Francis McManimon
1976 Royce Flippin
1975 Crosby Copeland
1974 Al Neuschafer
1973 Dr. Joseph Zawadsky
1972 R. Kenneth Fairman
1971 Sen. Richard Coffee
1970 Bert Gulick, Jr.
1969 Robert Cox
1968 James Kerney, Jr./Fred Schluter
1967 Don Ehret

2010 Richard P Lisk
2009 Major General Glenn K. Rieth
2008 Kelly Myers
2007 Chris Vernon
2006 Marc Edenzon
2005 Cathy DiCostanzo
2004 Christy Stephenson
2003  Sen. Peter Inverso
2002 Patrick L. Ryan
2001 Maurice Perilli
2000 Jay Destribats
1999 William Faherty
1998 Thomas Bracken
1997 Win Headley
1996 Tim Losch



9

Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

Contribution to Amateur Football
Paul “Bones” Vichroski

Paul “Bones” Vichroski has been on the sidelines for Lions football since 1964. He spent 
his first two years in uniform as a two-way starter at center and defensive tackle, and 
then 42 more as a coach.

Coach Bones graduated from Trenton Central High School in 1959 before serving in the 
United States Navy from 1960 - 1964. He arrived on campus – then titled Trenton State 
College – in the fall of 1964 where he played football for head coach Bob Salois for two 
seasons. Vichroski also competed in track and field during his tenure as a student-athlete 
at the College, specializing in the shot put, discus, and javelin events.

Vichroski re-joined the Lions football family in 1970 as an assistant coach under Salois. 
He also coached under Pete Carmichael, Dick Curl, and Carmen Ciccone before current 
head coach Eric Hamilton took over the program in 1977. (Hamilton was an All-
American center for Trenton State and pupil of coach Bones.)

One of the most identifiable faces on campus and in football circles, Vichroski has 
preached football to over 2,000 student-athletes that have come through the Lions’ 
football program. He has been a part of 230 of the 350 wins in the Lions’ football 87-
year history.

A signature moment Vichroski is known for 
following a hard-fought gridiron victory that 
connects the past Lion players to the present is 
engaging in the “gorilla” celebration (shown right). 
Coach Bones gathers all the players in a circle, stands 
in the middle of the pack, and pounds his chest as the 
team roars around him.

Born in Duryea, PA, Vichroski has been married to 
his wife Barbara for 46 years. He has three children, 
Jennifer, 43, Paul, 38, and Laura, 34. They are all 
married and he has six grandchildren, five of whom 
are boys.

2010 John D. McKenna
2009 Steven J. Timko
2008 Tom Murray
2007 Jim Fisher
2006 Jim Griffin
2005 John Curtis
2004 Steve Gazdek
2003 Vince Reed
2002 Scott Brunner
2001 Sam Jefferis
2000 Troy Vincent
1999 Wes Kirkpatrick
1998 David “Poppy” Sanderson
1997 Ron Rick, Jr.
1996 The Santuzza Oilers

Past Contribution to Amateur Football Award Recipients

1995 Tony Persichilli
1994 Harley Gaskill/ 
 Fred Stives
1993 Bob Jaroni
1992 Edward Naylor
1991 Roger Hendler
1990 George Sperling
1989 Ed Farley
1988 Burtis “Bunker” Hill
1987 Joseph Fruscione
1986 John Morris
1985 Eric Hamilton
1984 Jack Rafferty
1983 Ron Rick

1982 Harold “Bus” Saidt
1981 Ken Kueffel
1980 George O’Gorman
1979 Ed Cook
1978 Jack Stephan
1977 Steve Muench
1976 Dr. Paul Checbro
1975 Jack Petrone
1974 Fred Holmes
1973 Roy Van Ness
1972 John Gorman
1971 Robert Sinkler
1970 Pete Morgan
1969 Fred Schluter
1968 Ed Zanfrini
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Odds are heavily against any of the kids being honored at The Delaware Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation and 
College Hall of Fame’s 50th Annual Scholar-Leader-Athlete Dinner making it in the NFL, just as they have been against every 
honoree every year.

And that’s okay. Because those same odds are overwhelming in favor of them making it in life.

Which is much better.

All of the outstanding high school football players who have been honored since that first dinner in 1962, and there have been 
over a thousand, are the kind of athlete any coach loves to have on their team.

Just look over the list of past winners, and then think about the outstanding football players they beat out for the award. 

But they are also the kind of student any teacher would love to have in their class and the kind of leader anyone associated with 
groups from the Boy Scouts of America to the Special Olympics want to have involved.

They’ve all had a trifecta of talent.

“People who excel at sports are special,” Bob Prunetti said, “but people who excel at sports and in the classroom are rare. They 
have that unique combination of intelligence and poise and self-confidence that leads to success.”

Prunetti is the perfect example. Now the president and CEO of the Mercer County Chamber of Commerce, he also served three 
terms as the Mercer County Executive. Before all of that, however, he was the Student-Athlete nominee from Trenton High in 
1970, making him of only two scholastic Scholar-Athletes, along with Eric Hamilton, who was the Bordentown High nominee 
that same year, to also receive the Distinguished American Award.

Neither did it alone however, and both will tell you that in addition to family and friends they also had help from their coaches, 
as did every other Scholar-Athlete nominee throughout the last 50 years; that men like the late Hank Johns of Pennsbury, for 
whom the Coach-of-the-Year Award is named, and Ken Keuffel, of Lawrenceville, did as much to shepherd their players along 
the road to success as anyone. 

And there’s been a lot of success.

There are enough doctors among the former Scholar-Athletes to open a clinic, enough attorneys to staff an entire law firm, and 
enough educators to man a small school. There also are businessmen, entrepreneurs, and coaches. All will insist that athletics was 
every bit as instrumental in helping them achieve success as academics, and that it was the combination that swayed the odds in 
their favor.

So, while it’s a long shot that any of the scholar-athletes will be hitting paydirt on NFL fields on Sundays, it’s a sure thing they 
will be making valuable contributions to life every other day of the week.

Bet on it. Tony Persichilli

Odds favor success in life

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

Save the Date
National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame

51st Annual  
Scholar-Leader-Athlete  

Awards Dinner 

March 10, 2013
www.delvalfootballfoundation.com • www.footballfoundation.com
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Selection Process
The name of the young man selected as the top Scholar-Leader-Athlete was not pulled out of a hat. He has gone 
through a rigorous screening process. His credentials on the field, in the classroom and in the community have 
been thoroughly scrutinized and discussed many times over by the members of the Delaware Valley Chapter of 
the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame’s Scholarship Committee. The scholarship committee 
is made up of several members of the Delaware Valley Chapter who have a deep and abiding respect and love 
for scholastic football.

What the scholarship committee is looking for is someone with:

1. Outstanding academic application and performance – a Scholar
He doesn’t necessarily have to be the smartest student in his school, but he should be a good, solid student. 
He doesn’t have to be a “book worm” or even a straight-A student, but he should be studious, persevering, 
dedicated and have a proper knowledge of what study means to the value of education. He should be a 
better than average student who is genuinely interested in his studies without a serious subject weakness.

2. Outstanding school leadership and citizenship – a Leader
He doesn’t necessarily have to be involved in every club or program at his school, but he should have a 
well-rounded approach to his extracurricular activities. He doesn’t have to be the president of his class, 
but he should be a leader, someone who is looked up to. He doesn’t have to be the most popular student 
in his school, but he should be well-respected by his classmates, teammates and opponents.

3. Outstanding football ability and performance – an Athlete
He doesn’t necessarily have to be the best football player in the area, be he should be a good one with 
a proven record of performance. Ideally, he should be a player who is more concerned with team 
accomplishments than his personal statistics. He should display courage, persistence and sportsmanship 
and an overall feeling for the game of football as well as have respect for his coaches, teammates and 
opponents.

It’s the combination of all of these attributes that make the winner, and all the young men honored, 
a true Scholar-Leader-Athlete.

These young men have excelled for their football teams, in their studies and have demonstrated leadership 
qualities in their schools and their communities.

The winners are chosen among nominees from public and private schools in the Delaware Valley which 
encompasses Burlington, Hunterdon, Mercer, Monmouth and Somerset Counties in New Jersey. The 
athletes are nominated by their football coaches and hare the endorsement of their guidance counselors 
and principals.

These biographical sketches, because of space limitations, are brief and therefore do not cover all of the 
qualities of the individual nominees.

This year’s group has outstanding classroom averages and each young man has an excellent opportunity 
to claim the top awards. Their achievements, on and off the field, make for interesting reading.
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DAVID DAKOTA BENISH
FLORENCE

Character, Commitment, Courage. Those are the three words Coach Frappolli has 
established as the cornerstones of the Florence Flashes football program that always 
seems to be among the state’s best at the Group I level. Luckily for the Flashes, those 
are the cornerstones of Dakota Benish.

A lineman on both sides of the ball, as well as a kicker, Dakota was one of the reasons 
why the Flashes were able to win the Liberty Division in the West Jersey Football League. 
He also helped them advance to the Central Jersey Group 1 final.  A three year starter for 
the Flashes, Benish was chosen as a first-team, all-conference kicker.  

Outside of football, Dakota uses these same qualities he developed in the Flashes football 
program. He excels in the classroom and also as a volunteer. He spends time volunteering 
at the Masonic Home and at his local VFW. Somehow Dakota finds time to excel in the 
classroom while playing football and volunteering, taking several Advanced Placement 
classes. 

“Dakota was elected as student council president at Florence Memorial High School and is well respected amongst his peers,” 
Florence coach Joe Frappolli said.  Along with student council president, Dakota was vice president as a junior and a member 
of the National Honor Society for his success in the classroom.

Student-athletes like Dakota Benish are why the Florence Flashes football program continues to have success and more often 
that not seems to find itself playing December football. 

ADAM BODKIN
ROBBINSVILLE

Robbinsville football coach Jason Gray could not say enough about Adam Bodkin. As a 
three-year starter for the Ravens, Bodkin played both wide receiver and defensive back. 

“Adam Bodkin exemplifies the character, accountability, leadership, and drive that is 
sometimes lacking in today’s generation,” coach Gray said. 

As a senior, Adam served as one of the team’s captains. Bodkin was named to the second-
team, all-division as a defensive back and was also the recipient of the scholar-athlete 
division award.

A player like Adam Bodkin makes coaching easier. Despite dislocating his knee cap as 
a junior, Adam worked hard to rehabilitate his knee and was able to come back for his 
senior season.

While Bodkin will never be physically the biggest player on the field, he makes up for 
it with enormous heart, emotion, and intelligence.  

In the past three years, Adam has twice traveled to Ulyanovsk, Russia for a mission trip. He assisted in building churches and 
taught Russian kids how to throw a football, something they had never seen before. 

The comparisons of football to life are seemingly endless, and the ability of Adam to excel and adapt in both life and football 
at such a young age will only aid Adam in his transition to college and beyond.

“I truly believe there is no challenge in the classroom, weight room, football field, or in society that Adam Bodkin cannot 
overcome,” said Gray.

2011 Scholar-Leader-Athletes
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MATTHEW BONAVITA
VOORHEES

Hidden somewhere in the laundry list of activities for Matthew Bonavita is football.

As a three-year varsity football player, Matthew played quarterback, wide receiver, and 
defensive back. Along with football, Matthew is a member of the basketball team and 
baseball team. He is a captain this year on the basketball team and is a four year varsity 
outfielder for the baseball squad.

“Matthew is the type of player every coach appreciates,” Voorhees coach Mark Priebracha 
said. “His quality of character and high regard for academics and athletics allows him to 
shine both on the field and in the classroom.”

During his high school years, there is no doubt that Matthew Bonavita has shined.

On the field he was an all-conference honorable mention for defense and off the field 
his list of accomplishments seems never ending. A member of the math league, science 
league, varsity club, and students for change club all throughout high school, he also was 
a peer mentor and student tutor. 

Bonavita has been an honor roll student all four years of high school and member of the National Honor Society his last two 
years. He has also found time to volunteer at his church, work as a camp counselor and for the Hunterdon Outreach Program 
for the last three years.

Matthew Bonavita’s competitive spirit and hard work in and out of the classroom exemplifies what it means to be a Delaware 
Valley Football Foundation award winner.

CHRISTOPHER BOYLE
HIGHTSTOWN

Chris Boyle is a student who has excelled on the football field since the day he became 
a member of the Rams’ football team.

What might be more impressive is the success he has found outside of the classroom. 
Chris has taken 10 honors classes during his time at Hightstown, and found himself on 
the honor roll each year. In addition, he has made the Principal’s honor roll the last two 
years. He is member of the National Honor Society and the German Club.

In addition to his studies, Chris is a member of the youth church group, high school role 
model for the Hightstown Pop Warner football team, and a volunteer in the St. Anthony 
CYO basketball league. 

A three-year varsity letter winner in football, Boyle was a first team all-CVC selection 
this past season and a team captain and an important piece of head coach Pete Brescia’s 
rebuilding efforts.

“Christopher clearly demonstrated game knowledge, instincts, and desire to not only win but make the people around him 
better,” Brescia said. 

Chris’ athletic skills weren’t limited to just football. He is a four-year varsity wrestler, having served as team captain both his 
junior and senior seasons. He placed third in the Mercer County Tournament, received all-CVC honorable mention recognition, 
and was awarded the Iron Man Award, for having not missed one practice the entire season.

Chris Boyle is a model student-athlete, finding great success both on the field and in the classroom.



14

Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

DAVID BRIDGES
BORDENTOWN

As a second-team linebacker in the West Jersey Football League Liberty Division for the 
Bordentown Scotties, David exemplifies what it means to be a team player.

A two-year varsity player for both football and basketball, it is no surprise he is 
Bordentown’s award recipient. 

“David was asked by the coaches to change positions throughout the season and not 
only did he never complain about this, but he also excelled at many of those positions,” 
Bordentown’s coach Steve Perry said. 

To go along with the several position changes he embraced throughout the season, David 
also found himself being a leader with his other players. His toughness and athletic ability 
only enhanced his ability when combined it with how coachable he is on the football field. 

“David provides leadership to his teammates through both his actions and words,” Perry 
said. “He helps to carry field equipment, helps his teammates with on-field assignments, picks up teammates who are down, and 
continually encourages and tutors the younger players.”

Off the field, he is no different. David is a volunteer at his church, the youth leader of production, mentor, and part of the youth 
group at his church, while also volunteering at the Special Olympics.

David aspires to play football at the college level and his willingness to learn, adapt, work hard, and give back to the community 
will only help him as he moves on.

STEPHEN CLAYTON
HAMILTON

Coach Tom Hoglen uses three words for the Hamilton West football program to live by: 
tradition, pride, and excellence.

It is because of student-athletes like Stephen Clayton that those values exist, and no 
coincidence the Hamilton West football program finds success year after year. 

Stephen was a two-year varsity winner for the Hornets, and served as captain in 2011. 
In addition to football, Stephen is also captain of the golf team.

Aside from his athletics, Stephen has been a model student. An honor roll student 
throughout his high school career, Stephen is among the top of his class, taking “A” level 
classes and honors classes.

“Stephen’s excellent grades, hard work and dedication, and impressive attendance reflect 
his ability and determination to succeed in future endeavors,” coach Hoglen said. 

Off the field, and outside of the classroom, Stephen has been just as instrumental. He helped lead the school beautification process, 
cleaning up the area around the school along with planting flowers. He has helped the athletic department in their fundraising 
for all sports and has supported walks to raise money for several awareness programs. Stephen is a member of Relay for Life 
and Walk for Autism. 

“Stephen’s excellent grades, hard work and dedication, and impressive attendance reflect his ability and determination to succeed 
in future endeavors,” Hoglen said.

Sometimes the hardest thing for someone is to continue to show up, and Stephen Clayton has proven to his coach and team, he 
will always show up.
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DAVID DUDECK III
THE HUN SCHOOL

The list of the awards Dave Dudeck has won could fill up nearly an entire page in itself.

An accomplished football player at Hun, David is perhaps more accomplished in the 
classroom. The Star Ledger Prep Player of the Year, David has been a four-year starter 
for both football and baseball. 

“I have been coaching high school football for over t20 years and I must say that David 
is one of the most athletic football players that I have ever coached,” Hun defensive 
coordinator John Law said. 

David has been a two-year captain for Hun and four-year starter, earning first-team 
Mid-Atlantic Prep League honors on both offense and defense. He was also a member 
of the state’s all-prep team the last two seasons. Outside of football, David has been an 
honor student each year in high school. He is a member of Ryan’s Quest Foundation, 
and a camp counselor when not in school. In addition, he is a member of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. 

“What makes David so successful is his work ethic,” said Coach Law. “He utilizes these gifts to achieve a very high level of 
success on the football field and in the classroom.  He is a fierce competitor with a passion that fuels the fire inside him.”

David is a student that is as well rounded as they come. He makes the job of a coach easier and more enjoyable.

“David’s character will represent the mission of the Chapter with great pride and honor,” coach Law said. 

CHRIS EVANS
WW-P SOUTH

Well rounded only begins to describe a student like Chris Evans.

Chris was a three-year varsity football player for the Pirates, collecting several awards, 
including all-South Jersey Group IV, and first team all-county. Also a team captain, Chris 
is one of the rare quarterbacks that is permitted by his coach to play defense as well. 
Making the all-county team as a defensive back only shows why that was an easy decision. 

Chris’ success does not end on the football, however. Chris has been a varsity basketball 
player for three years as well, earning the starting point guard position for the past two, 
while serving as team captain.  

“Even with all of Chris’s achievements on the gridiron, they pale in comparison to what 
he has done in the classroom,” coach Todd Smith said. “His commitment to education 
sets him apart from many of his peers.”

Chris has been playing the piano since he was two years old, the guitar for five years, and also has an endless list of volunteer 
work. Chris led a food drive for the local food pantry, volunteered for Relay for Life as well as the “Read Across America” 
program, and was a member of the PEER leadership program in his school.

“His athletic ability and knowledge of the game allow him to stand out during a game, but it is his character that will allow him 
to stand out in life,” Smith said. “Chris is exactly what this award is all about.”
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CHRIS FENNELL
DELAWARE VALLEY

Chris Fennell is one of those athletes that every other player on the team wants to emulate. 
The sophomores new to varsity look up to him, and his fellow upperclassmen try to keep 
up with him.

A three year varsity player, Chris has been named to the all-conference, all-division, 
and all-area first team in each of the last three seasons. He has been the team captain the 
last two seasons. Thanks to players like Fennell, the Terriers have enjoyed tremendous 
success in recent years – 9-2 in 2011 and 17-4 over the past two years.

In addition to football, Chris is an accomplished lacrosse player and varsity basketball 
player. He has twice been named to the first team all-conference, all-division, and all-area 
in lacrosse and has been the team’s captain the last two seasons.

A natural leader, Chris also has found time to volunteer for week-long summer mission 
trips up and down the East Coast to help rebuild impoverished areas. Additionally, Fennell 
gives his time to help his church’s youth group. Chris is also a volunteer coach for a local youth lacrosse club.

In school he is a member of the Student Council, the Varsity Club, and the Best Buddies program, which is a program that helps 
special education students adapt to a school environment.

Chris has been appointed by Congressman Leonard Lance for the United States Naval Academy and has been accepted to the 
United States Naval Prep Academy.

RYAN GERMANO
NOTRE DAME

“Joe Ehrmann once wrote that it takes about 10 years to tell if you have had a small part 
in what kind of person your player will become,” associate head football coach John 
McKenna said. “There is no doubt that Ryan will become a great person, a great husband, 
a wonderful father, and because of people like Ryan Germano there is hope for this world.”

Ryan was a three-year varsity award winner for both the football team and basketball 
team. A two-year starter on the defense for the Irish, he was named to the first-team, 
all-Capitol Division squad and also received first-team honors from the Trentonian and 
the Times of Trenton.

More impressively is Germano’s ability to be a leader off the field. He has been on the 
Honor Roll his entire time at Notre Dame and is a leader in the Foundation of Life program.

Ryan is a volunteer for the Special Olympics in his hometown of Monroe, gives his time 
to the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank, tutors other high school students, and volunteers 

at his church.

“It has been through this mental toughness, this resolve never to quit, which has made him a true leader,” guidance counselor 
Chris Collier said. “Ryan has not been the chest-beating, self-promoting, boisterously bleating player who has led through his 
mouth.  Rather, Ryan Germano has led through the force of his actions and his unwavering commitment to excellence.”
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BILLY HATTON
HUNTERDON CENTRAL

In most years, you will find Hunterdon Central playing playoff football. Players like Billy 
Hatton are the reason why.

Hatton, a two-year varsity player for Coach Matt Perotti, led his team to the playoffs this 
past season. A first-team all-county player the past two seasons, two-year, all-conference 
player, and a first-team all-West Jersey player this past year, the awards have certainly 
piled up for this young man. Despite the awards and achievements, Hatton has always 
deferred praise and given credit to his teammates.

“Billy consistently works for ideals that are ‘bigger than self’,” coach Perotti said. 

Billy Hatton’s work does not stop on the gridiron though. In the classroom he has found 
himself on the Principal’s honor roll every semester, and is a member of both the National 
Honor Society, as well as the Spanish Honor Society. He was a key component in the 
founding of a program to assist mentally disabled children learn the game of football and 
even volunteered with the basketball team with their program.

“Billy is a steadfast and determined leader, and has built both his mind and body with an incredible vigor,” Perotti said.

The combination of his success in the classroom, on the football field, and in the community outside of school make Billy 
Hatton unique.

“(Billy) Hatton,” Perotti said, “is a young man I am extremely proud to have as a member of our team.

ANDREW JONES
MONTGOMERY

Andrew Jones isn’t like every other football player.

A two-year varsity player, he spent his junior year on the defensive line and a moved over 
to right guard as a senior. More notably, Andrew is also a fan of music. He has played the 
drums for six years and is a member of the high school’s wind ensemble. 

“Andrew is an extremely accomplished young man on the athletic field as well as in the 
classroom,” coach Zoran Milich said. 

When he’s not busy leading the offensive line, or partaking in the wind ensemble, Andrew 
is usually doing some type of community work.

Each spring he volunteers for the Challenger Little League baseball program, and he also 
participates in a walk raising money for autism. During the past two summers, Andrew 
can be found volunteering in a special needs classroom during the school district’s 
extended school year program. 

“Drew Jones is a young man who has great values and priorities,” coach Milich said. “No one works harder than Drew, on or 
off the field.”

Andrew is both a member of the National Honor Society and a graduate of American Legion Boys State. He was awarded the 
Iron Cougar Award by his coaching staff for perfect attendance during the team’s summer lifting program.

“Drew is a great person both in and out of the classroom,” his teacher, Christine D’Amore said. “This thoughtful, intelligent 
young man has a future full of promise.”
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J. WALKER KIRBY JR.
THE LAWRENCEVILLE SCHOOL
Nick Gusz Scholar-Leader-Athlete

“As a teacher and coach at The Lawrenceville School for 30 years, I have had the 
opportunity to interact with many extraordinary student-athlete-leaders,” coach Ken Mills 
said. “Of all the students with whom I have ever worked, no student has possessed those 
qualities to same high degree as Walker Kirby.”

Walker is a four-year varsity football player and lacrosse player for the Big Red of 
Lawrenceville. In both sports, he has earned first-team Mid-Atlantic Prep League honors 
for two years and serves as team captain for both squads. In lacrosse last year, he was 
named first-team, all-state and also received all-America recognition.

Not unlike other Lawrenceville students, Walker’s classroom resume is one of the best. 
He has been a member of the community soup kitchen, while also traveling to both Brazil 
and Peru. Walker used a stipend he received from the Semans’ Family Merit Scholarship 
Award and traveled to Brazil to help the locals recover from devastating floods. In Peru, 
he helped build adobe sheds for communities without electricity.

This past season was Walker’s first at quarterback. He switched from running back in order to make the team stronger. He never 
questioned what his coaches saw for the best interest of the team. It is the selflessness and leadership that makes people like 
Walker Kirby special football players, and more importantly, special students.

“Walker is simply the best student-leader-athlete with whom I have interacted. Ever,” coach Mills said.

RICHARD LEVY
TRENTON

At 6-foot-7, Richard Levy is an easy person to spot from far away.

What is not easy to see from a distance is his caring personality and easy going approach 
to life. Richard was a team captain for the Tornadoes this past season and earned his third 
varsity letter as a starter on both the offense and defensive line. A volunteer at the local 
soup kitchen, and a student of music, he can play the drums, guitar, and piano. There is 
nothing not to like about this young man. 

“During the time that I have known Richard he has been everything that a coach wishes for 
in a football player,” Trenton coach Ralphiel Mack said. “Richard exemplifies everything 
that is good and positive in a great football program.”

Richard also volunteers as a member of the Boys and Girls Club, the Brothers of 
West Campus, is a member of the Garden Club, and is on the senior committee. Most 
impressively, Richard is a member of the National Honor Society, a four-year member 

of the honor roll and ranked near the top of his class, all while still finding time to make the varsity wrestling team his first year 
participating and playing football.

Richard was first-team, all-county the past two seasons, and first-team, all-conference last year.

“Richard epitomizes a scholar athlete,” vice principal Lawrence Parker said. “He has been blessed with tremendous gifts and 
humility to keep him grounded and focused.”
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JAMES LINDBERG
THE PEDDIE SCHOOL

Peddie won more games in 2011 than it had won in the previous three years combined. 
Having players like Jimmy Lindberg were a major reason for their success.

Jimmy was an honorable mention selection to the Mid-Atlantic Prep League squad this 
past season and has been a varsity starter for Peddie the last two seasons.

“Every team has or would want to have at least one player like Jimmy,” head coach 
Frank deLaurentis said. “I wish we had 30 like him. He is such a high energy player. 
He is always playing at full speed. From the minute he hits the field, he is in high gear.”

In addition to football Jimmy has been a two-year varsity basketball player and a member 
of the chorus for the last 12 years, and is the Vice President of the student body.

Lindberg is the President of the Gold Key Society at Peddie and received the Thomas 
C. Britton ‘38 scholarship fund award. He’s a Peddie on-campus orientation leader and 
finished third in the Reeves Speaking Contest and volunteered as a coach in the Cranbury 
summer basketball league.

COLIN MACRI
NORTH HUNTERDON

Playing the quarterback position means accepting a lot of responsibility. 

That means North Hunterdon had the right person behind center in Colin Macri. The 
starting quarterback the last three seasons for the Lions of North Hunterdon, he has broken 
every passing record in the school’s history. Colin was voted team captain this past year, 
after being honored 2nd team all-state as a junior. 

“Colin handled the additional responsibility of captain by not only becoming more vocal 
in his relationships with the team, but by becoming even more visible in his consistently 
outstanding play,” coach John Mattes said. “He is a leader through his consistent positive 
attitude and his steady work ethic.”

Aside from being a three-year starting quarterback, Colin has also found time to excel 
in the classroom.

He is a member of the National Honor Society, the National Spanish Honor Society, and the Academic Achievement Society. 
He also finds time to volunteer for the Special Olypmics of New Jersey, Relay for Life, and as a Student Ambassador. Colin also 
volunteered with the Arc of Hunterdon, assisting disabled adults play basketball.

The school winner for the Wendy’s Junior Heisman award, Colin was recognized with the MVP Superintendent’s award as well.

“His genuine concern for the welfare of others, his respect for all kinds of people, and his vitality and exuberance make him a 
true leader and role model for other students,” Principal Michael Hughes said.
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RAYMOND MASTROIANNI
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN

The all-time, single-season passing leader in Bridgewater-Raritan history, Raymond 
Mastroianni leaves behind a much bigger legacy at BRHS.

“As an athlete, Raymond is is one of the most dedicated, hardworking, and self-motivated 
players I have ever coached,” head coach Scott Bray said. “Over his four years, he has 
matured both as an athlete and individual. He brings with him a genuine desire not only to 
play the game, but also to be the best at what he does. We look for Raymond to continue 
his success at the next level.”

A two-year National Honor Society member, Mastroianni puts together an accomplished 
resume in all areas.

While he is quite accomplished on the gridiron, Mastroianni has been recognized nationally 
as an elite lacrosse player and will be attending Lehigh University next year. 

Academically, he is a high honor roll student with a challenging course load that includes a pair of Advanced Placement courses 
as well as Honors Calculus.

Additionally, Raymond is active in the community. He participates in the United Way Gifts of the Season program. Mastroianni 
also volunteers for the Special Olympics and tutors Bridgewater-Raritan students in Physics, Spanish, and Calculus.

“Raymond approaches everything in life with an open mind and a positive attitude,” English teacher Keith Shapiro said. “He is 
a warm and sociable person who is willing to take a chance and befriend those who are strangers. It is my honest opinion that 
Raymond’s great attitude positively affects those around him.

ALEX MITKO
PRINCETON

Alex Mitko is the definition of student-athlete.

A quarterback for the Princeton High School football team the last two seasons, he is a 
three-year varsity player who also doubled as a defensive back, where he led the team 
in tackles for two years. In the first game of his senior season, Alex broke his thumb so 
he switched to running back in order to keep playing. He returned to quarterback for the 
final four games of the year. Alex showed his leadership in every possible facet.

“Alex meant more as a leader than his stats,” coach Joe Gargione said. “He played each 
game with an unbelievable amount of emotion.  Alex was one of our captains and was 
the heart and soul of our team.”

 As a junior, Alex was voted as the team’s most valuable player and a co-MVP this past 
season. Alex is a center fielder for the baseball team and has been involved in gymnastics 

the past three years.

More impressively though, is what Alex has been able to achieve off the football field. He is interested in computer music, and 
took a summer course at Brown University on Computer Music Production. As an advocate for Student Health Force, he wrote 
a song and won a national contest for a music competition and subsequently co-wrote and professionally recorded a song for 
the national program.

“Alex is the type of kid that, if cloned, would put a lot of teachers out of work,” coach Gargione said.
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MATT PAGANO
HOPEWELL VALLEY

A three-year starter on both sides of the football, Matt Pagano holds the single-game, 
single-season, and career rushing record for the Bulldogs.

Pagano’s senior season saw him amass over 1700 all-purpose yards. He was named 
first-team WJFL Colonial Division at free safety as a junior and earned the same honor 
at running back as a senior. He was also named team MVP and second-team all-Mercer 
running back this year.

In addition to football, Matt has been a three-year starter for the Bulldogs’ lacrosse team.

“As an athlete, Matt’s competitive spirit and dedication to the sport was unequaled by his 
peers,” head coach Dave Caldwell said. “Matt worked tirelessly in the off-season, always 
looking to maximize his potential.  Matt concluded his senior year as Hopewell Valley’s 
first-ever 1,000 yard rusher and our program’s all-time leading rusher and kick returner.”

While Matt has worked tirelessly to excel on the field, he’s worked just as hard off the field for the benefit of others. Matt has 
volunteered for the Special Olympic of New Jersey Summer Games, Pennington Day, and he is also a certified Red Cross life 
guard.

Pagano is also an active member of SMAC (Student Movement Against Cancer) and a member of the National Honor Society.

“His time management skills and strong work ethic enable him to maintain a high GPA and consistently perform to his best on 
the playing fields,” coach Caldwell said. “Due to Matt’s strong character he was highly respected by his peers.”

PHIL PECORA
THE PENNINGTON SCHOOL

Annually one of the better small school programs around, Pennington has been able to 
maintain its status because of its ability to bring in students like Phil Pecora.

Phil is one of those students who stands out when you meet him. While he only spent 
two years at Pennington, he immediately became a leader among his peers and incredibly 
valuable to head coach Jerry Eure whose team suffered major graduation losses heading 
into 2011.

“His presence was immediately felt both in the classroom and on the football field,” 
Eure said. “Phil is a natural born leader and the best way to describe him is reliable, hard 
working, committed, and above all, a great person. When you combine these qualities, 
you get a great student-athlete.”

Phil has been a member of the dean’s list for the last three years and a member of the 
National Honor Society. The last four years, Phil has volunteered for the special needs 
Princeton little league. As a senior this past season, Phil was named to the Newark Star Ledger first-team Prep defense and 
Trenton Times all-Prep, first-team offense. Phil also has been a member of the varsity baseball team and was named a Star 
Ledger all-Prep player there as well.

“Phil’s loyalty, coachability, and continual effort to improve epitomizes what a coaching staff is looking for in a player,” Eure 
said. “This is why he was unanimously voted captain of the team this year.”
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STEPHEN PEMBERTON
WW-P NORTH

It comes as no surprise that West Windsor North’s head coach Chris Casamento said, 
“Stephen was often the lead blocker in our run game.” Why should the football field be 
different than anywhere else?

Stephen Pemberton has established himself as a leader in the running game, on the football 
field, and both in and out of the classroom. A starting guard and a starting nose tackle on 
the defensive side of the ball; Stephen was a two year varsity letter winner and served as 
weekly captain for the Knights twice. 

He also is a member of the varsity wrestling team and has shown tremendous skill and 
leadership in the weight room. Stephen holds one of the top three bench press records 
at West Windsor North.

Off the field, Stephen is a well-rounded individual. He is a volunteer for the Special 
Olympics and summer SUCCESS program at Community Middle School. He plays the 
bass guitar and is the lead singer in his self-organized band.  

His leadership skills and willingness to help others, whether at the Special Olympics, in the weight room, on the football field, 
or in his band can all be attributed to his early acceptance to Rutgers University. 

“He takes pride in his work, he values his relationships with teachers, and he is a committed and collaborative athlete who has 
consistently demonstrated leadership on the football field and beyond,” guidance counselor Laura Foster said. 

JOSEPH PUZA
NEW EGYPT

It won’t be easy for New Egypt coach Luke Sinkhorn to reaplce Joe Puza. And it won’t be 
just because of his success on the football field his last three seasons on the varsity squad. 

“Joe is honest, hard working, trustworthy, and leads by example,” guidance counselor 
Katina George said.

His head coach, Luke Sinkhorn added, “On the field, Joe continually impresses his coaches 
with his selflessness, leadership, and sacrifice.”

What more could you ask for from a leader and team captain? Joe was a three-year starter 
for the football team and four-year starter for the lacrosse team, and earned his role as 
captain for both sports. The football team is 15-6 the last two years, the best back-to-back 
seasons in school history.

Joe also has a number of other activities. He has earned his name on the honor roll every single semester of high school, is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Future Business Leaders of America, and Relay for Life. 

Last season, he was awarded the Unsung Hero Award, and received 2nd team all-conference. His biggest award could come 
soon, as he is hoping to be accepted into the United States Naval Academy.

“Joe deserves any accolades, awards, and successes that come his way,” Sinkorn said. “More importantly, he will continue to 
strive to attain success in the future as well.  He has been a humble leader within our school community for four years.”
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 MATTHEW RAFFERTY
NORTHERN BURLINGTON

“It is not often a Matt Rafferty graces the halls of a Northern Burlington,” principal 
Craig Wigley said.

A three-year honor roll recipient ranking in the top 25 percent of his class, it goes without 
saying that Matt’s skills do not lie just on the football field. A three-year varsity letter 
winner in both football and track, Matt is someone every parent would be proud of. Matt 
is also a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a Relay for Life captain, a peer 
leader, and youth member at his church. 

 On the field, Matt was an all-league player on offense as a junior and an all-league 
player on defense as a senior for a team that won eight straight games and finished 9-2.

A first-team, all-county defensive end in 2011, Matt was also a first-team, all-academic 
offensive player. As a junior, he was awarded the Iron-Hound award, which goes to the 
hardest working player on the varsity team.

His hard work and leadership went a long way in the success of the Greyhounds this past season as they finished with their best 
record under Coach Jon Reising.

“Matthew is a true gentleman of the game,” Reising said. “Matthew is a dedicated, hardworking, and determined young man.”

With more men like Matthew Rafferty suiting up for the Greyhounds, it is not inconceivable to think their turnaround will continue.

“Matthew Rafferty is an outstanding young man and has a bright future in front of him,” said Reising. 

TROY SCALES
NOTTINGHAM

As someone who is working towards achieving Eagle Scout status, it comes as no surprise 
that Troy Scales has been an outstanding safety for the Northstars.

Troy is an active member of the community and member of the Boy Scouts of America. 
In addition to playing football, he was a member of the state champion track team his 
junior year. As a four-year player and member of the boy scouts, Troy has developed an 
ability to be a leader amongst his peers.

“This young man’s proven academic ability and leadership skills leave me no doubt that 
he will be successful,” his guidance counselor Jon Schwartz said.

Coach Jon Adams’ added, “As a Leader, Troy really worked hard throughout his four 
years. He is a true role model for our younger players.”

Troy is also very talented in music. He has been the school’s drum major, a four-year 
member of the school’s marching unit, jazz band, and concert band. He has also been in the school’s pit band. 

Troy has found his name on the school’s Academic Honor Roll throughout his entire time at Nottingham High School. He is 
also a two year member of the school’s National Honor Society chapter.

“Troy is an intelligent, mature, promising young man,” coach Adams said. “He is accomplished but humble. I have seen this 
young man mature physically and emotionally. He is a young man who can be counted on to give his best effort in all situations.”

“Jimmy is a doer,” director of counseling Leigh Wood said. “Not the best football or basketball player at Peddie, but hands 
down the gutsiest. In many ways, he’s a playground athlete: scrappy, feisty, and the one to show up with bats and balls and egg 
everyone on. He simply wants to play. And Jimmy instinctively knows how to make that happen – persistence.”
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JUSTIN SCOTT
LAWRENCE

Where to start with Justin Scott?

Justin is a three sport varsity athlete. As a football player, Justin has been a varsity letter 
winner each of the last three years as both a punter and kicker.  This past season, Justin 
was a first-team punter for the West Jersey Coaches all-star team, averaging over 35 
yards per punt. 

In addition to football, Justin is in his fourth year as a member of the varsity wrestling team, 
and is also a two-year varsity member of the track and field team. He placed second in the 
Mercer County wrestling tournament in 2011 and was an all-county honorable mention.

Outside of sports, Justin has been playing the clarinet for nine years. He is a first clarinet for 
his school’s jazz band. He is a member of the National Honor Scoeity, the Classical Latin 
Honor Society, the Tri-M Music Honor Society, and has been published in Aspirations, 
a Mercer County College publication.

“Character, outstanding work ethic, strong values, compassionate, committed, respectful toward others, are all just a few of the 
traits Justin possesses,” coach Rob Radice said.

Ranking in the top one percent of his class, Justin hopes to study Biomedical Engineering when he moves onto college next year. 

“Justin is the consummate student-athlete who makes coaching a pleasure,” Radice said. “He is well respected and liked by his 
coaches, teachers and his peers. He makes the people around him work harder and is a true leader.”

RYAN TEDESCO
ALLENTOWN

Two-year varsity starter, team captain his senior season, and first-team, all-conference 
at wide receiver.

Not a bad resume for someone who has played football for all of two years. Not to 
mention, a major reason why Allentown has completely turned its program around in 
that span, qualifying for its first-ever NJSIAA playoffs.

“As an athlete, Ryan Tedesco is the reason why one gets into the coaching profession,” 
coach Jay Graber said. “He has a positive attitude and is relentless in his pursuit for success.  
He is extremely coachable and will do whatever it takes for the betterment of the team.”

In the classroom, Ryan has received numerous school awards and has been a member 
of the National Honor Society the last two years. He has competed in a public speaking 
competition where he placed fourth, and in a student television network competition in 
Los Angeles.

Additionally, Ryan is a member of the Multicultural Club, Volunteer Club, and Broadcast Club. He is also a volunteer for the 
Long Branch Special Olympics, volunteer at the “Beach Sweep in Belmar,” and a volunteer teacher at St. Joseph’s Parish CCD 
for the last three years.

“He came from a different school every day to attend practice and immediately demanded respect from his peers,” coach Graber 
said. “He showed great leadership and was one of the main reasons our program has turned in two consecutive successful years. 
He has great character and possesses nothing but positive qualities.”
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JOHN VON NESSEN
HILLSBOROUGH

Coach Kevin Carty may have had only season as his head coach, but it didn’t take 
anywhere near that long to learn what John Von Nessen is all about.

A three-year starter at quarterback for the Raiders, John was named to the first-team, 
all-Somerset County and third-team, all-Group IV squad as a quarterback, as well as 
the third-team, all-county as a punter. He finished his career as Hillsborough’s all-time 
leader in passing yards.

“John displayed his ability to learn quickly, lead his teammates, and perform with talent 
and toughness as he spearheaded the transition to a new coaching staff and offensive 
system,” coach Kevin Carty said. “John flourished in this challenging situation, taking 
our team to the playoffs for the first time in six years.”

Off the football field, John has done various volunteer work, giving his time to the 
Hillsborough food bank and the Hillsborough special education extended school program.

He is a former local winner of the Pepsi Punt, Pass, and Kick competition, and a former recipient of a Pop Warner national all-
American scholar award.

In addition to football, John is a four-year varsity lacrosse player, earning many other accolades. His hard work in both football 
and lacrosse will be very useful when he attends Penn State University next year.

“John is a hard, independent worker who sees things through to completion,” his lacrosse coach Mark Wilson added. “He is a 
mentally tough young man with a great personality and effective leadership skills.”

MAX WHITAKER
SOUTH HUNTERDON

South Hunterdon High School is full of tough kids. That’s how it has always been. This 
year is no different, and Max Whitaker was the leader of the South Hunterdon football 
team.

An all-conference player the last two seasons, and an all-county player this past season 
on the defensive side of the ball, Max was an integral part of Coach Toby Jefferis’ team 
winning its most games since the 2003 season. Back then, the Eagles were coached by 
Jefferis’ legendary father, Sam.

In addition to football, Max is a four year varsity basketball player, having racked up 
numerous awards. An all-state player his junior year, along with all-county and all-
conference player the last two seasons, Max has excelled throughout his time at South 
Hunterdon as the Eagles have become one of the top Group I basketball schools around.

“Max is a product of a loving family who instilled sound values, especially the importance 
of hard work and serving others,” principal Mark Collins said.

As the smallest public school in the state of New Jersey, South Hunterdon High School in itself can be viewed as a family. As a 
standout in a small school, Max also has a major role in the Future Business Leaders of America program at South Hunterdon.

“He has the respect and admiration of his peers and adults alike for his genuine goodness and kind spirit,” Collins said. “He is 
viewed by teammates as an inspiration and role model.”
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JOSEPH WINTERS
EWING

A playoff team in 2010, Ewing had the challenge of overcoming the loss of its star 
quarterback to injury early in 2011. Head coach John Bamber relied on leaders like 
Joseph Winters to pull through it.

While the end result wasn’t what the Blue Devils had hoped for in terms of wins and 
losses, the effect Winters had on the program has Ewing headed in the right direction.

“Competition was always fierce at his position,” said Bamber about the defensive back. 
“It was always apparent that Joseph’s main focus was what he could do for the team. 
Starting on Friday night or not, Joseph was ready to go and give his all for the team.”

A three-sport athlete, Winters is involved in both the winter and spring track seasons 
for Ewing’s very competitive programs. He does well academically and keeps a GPA 
above 3.0.

“No matter what the situation may be Joseph is always present and ready to go,” Bamber said. “This is a great characteristic 
that we always look for in successful people.”

These are things that equate to great leadership regardless of wins and losses. Bamber is confident that Winters will be a success 
in whatever path he chooses because of his attitude.

“I expect Joseph to be a strong family man and professional success with his self-motivation and dependability. We can always 
depend on Joseph Winters leading his peers in uplifting and positive directions.”

TYLER ZANDOMENEGO
STEINERT

A two-way player for the Spartans, and three-year varsity letter winner, Tyler is Steinert’s 
scholar-athlete.

Tyler played running back and safety this past year, leading them to the Central Jersey 
Group III sectional championship game. Tyler was awarded second-team all-division this 
past season, a testament to his hard work throughout his time at Steinert.

“For all Tyler’s hard work on the field and in the weight room, he worked even harder in the 
classroom,” Steinert coach Dan Caruso said. “He maintained very high marks throughout 
his high school career while carrying many top courses at Steinert High School.”

Tyler has won the Outstanding Academic Award three time and has been named to the 
honor roll each year of high school. The last two years, Tyler has been a member of the 
school’s National Honor Society. He is also a PEER Leader, volunteer at the Trenton 
Soup Kitchen, Vision in Student Athlete Member, and a member of the Ski Club. 

Tyler is the model of a team player. Last season, when the quarterback was injured, he switched from running back to quarterback 
to help the team. 

 “His dedication to extracurricular activities, as well as maintaining high academics, distinguishes Tyler as an outstanding 
individual,” said Caruso. 

Players like Tyler Zandomenego are the reason why Steinert found itself in the sectional championship this year and the work 
ethic he passed on to younger players will allow the program to continue its success. 
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Chaired by Bob Casciola and Borden Perlman 

Without your support tonight 
would not be possible.

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

1962                 2012

50
YEARS

March 11,  2012

Roma Bank
Borden Perlman

PSE&G
Special Olympics New Jersey /  

Marc Edenzon
Jim Petrucci Group  

(In Honor of Hank Towns)
Jack Cust / Diamond Nation  

(In Honor of Bill Faherty)
Nassau Communications /  

Ken Fisher
Hopewell Valley Community Bank

New Jersey Manufacturers
Kelly Myers

Scott Brunner
AAA Mid-Atlantic

Fulton Bank
Destination Athlete

Dr. Jim Ball
The Weiss and Gates Families

Rick Bus Company
Fisher Capital

The Sunshine Foundation

Congratulations
to this Year’s Honorees

Visit your local branch for more information!
MAIN OFFICE: 4 Route 31 South

Pennington, NJ 08534
609.466.2900

COMING SOON tO MaIN Street FleMINGtON!
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Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

1987 David Wilson  Steve Tosches
1986 Rob DiGiacomo  Ron Rogerson
1985 James Petrucci  Ron Rogerson
1984 Mark Berggren  Frank Navarro
1983 Kevin Guthrie  Frank Navarro
1982 Brent Woods  Frank Navarro
1981 Scott Oostdyk  Frank Navarro
1980 Mark Bailey  Frank Navarro
1979 Ted Soti   Frank Navarro
1978 Andy Stephens  Frank Navarro
1977 Dave Powers  Bob Casciola
1976 Kevin Fox  Bob Casciola
1975 Robert Beible  Bob Casciola
1974 Dale Spiegel  Bob Casciola
1973 William Cronin  Bob Casciola
1972 John Bartges  Jake McCandless
1971 Paul Ondraski  Jake McCandless
1970 Kirk Liddell  Jake McCandless
1969 Keith Mauney  Jake McCandless
1968 Richard Sandler  Dick Coleman
1967 Robert Weber  Dick Coleman
1966 John Bowers  Dick Coleman
1965 Richard Rogers  Dick Coleman

Year Nominee  Coach          
2010 Matt Zimmerman  Bob Surace
2009 Daniel M. Kopolovich Roger Hughes
2008 Ryan Coyle  Roger Hughes
2007 Rob Toresco  Roger Hughes
2006 Colin McDonough Roger Hughes
2005 Andrew Wilson  Roger Hughes
2004 Jon Veach  Roger Hughes
2003 Time Kirby  Roger Hughes
2002 Cameron Atkinson Roger Hughes
2001 Robert Ferrell  Roger Hughes
2000 Mike Higgins  Roger Hughes 
1999 David Ferrara  Steve Tosches 
1998 Alex Sierk  Steve Tosches
1997 Tim Greene  Steve Tosches
1996 Mark Washington  Steve Tosches
1995 Carter Westfall  Steve Tosches
1994 Mark Berkowitz  Steve Tosches
1993 Keith Elias  Steve Tosches
1992 Steve Tufillaro  Steve Tosches
1991 Jonas Sheehan  Steve Tosches
1990 Marin Graja  Steve Tosches
1989 Steve Hillgeist  Steve Tosches
1988 Greg DiFelice  Steve Tosches

Year Nominee  Coach          
Past Princeton University Scholar-Athletes

Judge Arthur Lane Scholar-Leader-Athlete
Ivan Charbonneau

Princeton University

This year’s Scholar-Leader-Athlete from Princeton University is Ivan Charbonneau.  
The three-year letterwinner from Kansas City, Kansas excelled on special teams and at 
cornerback for the Tigers.

Ivan’s career at Princeton ended in grand fashion, as he was selected to receive the 
Class of 1952 Award as the team’s best special teams player.  He returned a kickoff 
against Lehigh for a 92-yard touchdown, while also earning a spot in the starting 
lineup at cornerback.  Ivan recorded 24 tackles and two pass breakups last fall, picking 
up a career-high six tackles against Bucknell and an interception at Harvard.

As a junior, Ivan continued to be the top special teams player at Princeton.  He 
recorded six tackles, including two apiece against Lafayette and Penn, and returned 15 
kickoffs for 278 yards for the season.  His season long was 28 yards against Lehigh, 
when he picked up 109 return yards.  Ivan’s sophomore season at Princeton saw him 
pick up his first Class of 1952 Award when he led the team with 17.4-yard average 
on 16 kickoff returns.  His season-best effort was 28 yards against Harvard.  Against 
Dartmouth, Ivan had 5 tackles and forced a fumble on special teams.

At Rockhurst Jesuit High School, Ivan earned all-state and all-metro honors as a safety.  He was a three-time letterwinner 
and recorded 204 career tackles, including 104 as a senior to go along with six interceptions and four sacks.  Behind Ivan, 
Rockhurst won the 2007 6A state football championship with a 13-0 record.  He also lettered four years in track and placed 
eighth in the state 100-meter finals (10.74)

The son of Robert and Marcia Charbonneau , Ivan has three older brothers, Stephen, Beau and Colin, and an older sister 
Nicke Kobza.
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Year  Nominee Coach 
2010 Andrew Mason Eric Hamilton
2009 Colin Weber Eric Hamilton
2008 Marc Fabiano Eric Hamilton
2007 Dan Dornacker Eric Hamilton
 Andy Larkin Eric Hamilton
2006 Ryan Ross Eric Hamilton
2005 Leeaire Brown Eric Hamilton
2004 Jim Dabrowski Eric Hamilton
2003 Scott Paterson Eric Hamilton
2002 Tim Kosuda Eric Hamilton
2001 Mike Wendell Eric Hamilton
2000 Curt Monday Eric Hamilton
1999 Richard Falletta Eric Hamilton
1998 Michael Feeney Eric Hamilton
1997 Joe Sciarrone Eric Hamilton
1996 Joe Scaravaglione Eric Hamilton
1995 Steve Guidette Eric Hamilton
1994 Scott Dickson/ Eric Hamilton
 John Reising Eric Hamilton
1993 Tom Maxwell Eric Hamilton
1992 Corey Landing Eric Hamilton

Year  Nominee Coach 

Past Trenton State College/College of New Jersey Scholar-Athletes

1991 Chris Shaw Eric Hamilton
1990 Mike Tierney Eric Hamilton
1989 Bob McGinty Eric Hamilton
1988 Mike Wargo Eric Hamilton
1987 Joe Clifton Eric Hamilton
1986 Ernie Liberati Eric Hamilton
1985 John Papa Eric Hamilton
1984 Jim Ball Eric Hamilton
1983 Bruce Peditto Eric Hamilton
1982 Sam Miserendino Eric Hamilton
1981 James Carvalho Eric Hamilton
1980 Ron Anello Eric Hamilton
1979 Steve Butfilowski Eric Hamilton
1978 Tom Hendricks Eric Hamilton
1977 Tom Thompson Eric Hamilton
1976 Keith Waters Carmen Piccone
1975 Doug Prefach Carmen Piccone
1974 Eric Hamilton Dick Curl
1973 William Paskewich Pete Carmichael
1967 Robert Taylor Bob Salois
1965 George Strattman Bob Salois

Jay Donoghue 
The College of New Jersey

Jay Donoghue (Shamong, NJ/Seneca) was the starting quarterback for The College of 
New Jersey football team for the past two seasons. In 2011, the senior co-captain had a 
tremendous year, leading the Lions to a 7-3 overall record.

Donoghue will graduate with a degree in History and Secondary Education. A member 
of the Dean’s List and a TCNJ Scholar-Athlete, he owns a cumulative average of 3.52 
and posted a 3.89 grade point average this past fall semester.

A 6’ 3” quarterback, Donoghue completed 175-of-278 passes for 1,637 yards and eight 
touchdowns. He also rushed for 487 yards and seven TD scores. Donoghue ranked third 
in the New Jersey Athletic Conference in total offense by averaging 216 yards from 
scrimmage per game. He was selected to the All-NJAC honorable mention team.

Donoghue set a school record in 2011, completing 28 passes in a 26-17 win over The 
College at Brockport. He tossed three touchdowns passes in a 47-10 win over Western 
Connecticut State University, and also ran for over 100 yards twice during the season. 
He gained 126 yards in a 49-21 win over FDU-Florham and ran for 102 yards in the 
win over Western Connecticut. 

For his career, Donoghue generated over 3,200 yards of offense. He completed 15 touchdown passes and rushed for nine TD 
scores.

Following the 2011 season, Donoghue was selected by the Brooks-Irvine Memorial Football Club of South Jersey as their 
Division III Player of the Year. The organization, which was established in 1945, was founded in honor of former athletic 
directors Philip R. Brooks and Howard T. Irvine and strives to promote the purposes of and provide incentives for scholarship, 
sportsmanship, fair play and positive working relationships between coaches and officials that are as important today as they 
were in 1945. He is just the second Lions’ player to receive this honor.

The son of Jim and Kathy Donoghue, Jay has completed charity work at the Trenton Soup Kitchen and Special Olympics. His 
father Jim was a quarterback at Syracuse University and his Uncle Bill was a wide receiver at TCNJ.

Earl H. Dean Scholar-Leader-Athlete
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Kyle Liedtka’s football career is just getting started. But the Crockett Middle School 
3-sport athlete and scholar has already made his mark as an up-and-coming future 
football star. Kyle is this year’s Delaware Valley chapter Little Scholar, becoming the 
latest in a growing list of young football stars who have excelled on the field, but even 
more in the classroom.

Kyle is already a 3-time All-American, having been named the National Pop Warner 
Football Little Scholar for the third year in a row.

As awesome an honor as that is, it’s no surprise Kyle has been recognized for his 
academic excellence as well as for his accomplishments in the Hamilton Pop Warner 
League the last seven years.

Winner of the Burlington County Pop Warner Scholastic Achievement award and 
the Presidential Education Award for Outstanding Academic Excellence, Kyle 
has maintained a 98% grade point average while enrolled in enrichment classes at 
Mercerville School and now at Crockett. He has won the Mercerville School Award 

for Academic Excellence and is the Student Council Representative at Crockett. 

Kyle, whose older brother Rob as an all-star tight end at Nottingham High the last two seasons, has already been named the 
2012 Pop Warner Eastern Region Senior Scholar All-American. Not only has Kyle excelled on the gridiron, he has been a 
5-year all-star in the Hamilton Little Lads Baseball League, has been a member of the Hamilton Bulls program as well as 
showing his varied athletic skills by playing in the Hamilton YMCA and Hamilton Little Lads Basketball league.

To relax Kyle says he enjoys ice skating and reading.

Delaware Valley Little Scholar
KYLE LIEDTKA, HAMILTON POP WARNER 

2010 Carson Vey 
 Hopewell Valley Pop Warner
2009 Harvey E. Butler III,  
 West Windsor-Plainsboro Pop Warner
2008 Brian Schoenauer,  
 West Windsor-Plainsboro Pop Warner
2007 David Dudeck III,  
 Burlington County Pop Warner
2006 Connor McElwee,  
 West Windsor Wildcats
2005 Michael Garofola  
 Hamilton Pop Warner
2004 Ryan McDermott  
 Hamilton Pop Warner
2003 James Bea 
 Hillsborough Dukes
2002 Marc Zamarin  
 Hillsborough Dukes

2001 Daniel Clark 
 Hillsborough Dukes
2000 Bassil Salmon  
 East Windsor PAL
1999 Robert Damiano  
 Hamilton Pop Warner
1998 Ryan Biolsi 
 Flemington Pop Warner
1997 Jason Auletta 
 Hamilton Pop Warner
1996 Michael Taylor 
 Hamilton Pop Warner

Past Delaware Valley/Pop Warner Little Scholars
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Jon Butler has served as the Executive Director of Pop Warner Little Scholars (PWLS) 
for 20 years.  Under Butler’s leadership, Pop Warner’s participation numbers have 
more than doubled, and the overall experience has improved thanks to programs and 
initiatives spearheaded by Butler.

In 1997, Pop Warner established an annual National Championship Week for Football 
and Cheer & Dance with 64 participating football teams and 400 cheer and dance 
squads. Butler also introduced Coaches Education Programs for volunteers to learn the 
basic rules of sportsmanship, coaching techniques and respect for youth. Seeing the 
need to involve athletes with special needs, he launched the Challenger Division Flag 
Football and Cheerleading Program to provide the Pop Warner experience to athletes of 
all abilities.

During his tenure, Butler has increased participation in the Academic All-American 
Program from 600 honorees in 1991 to almost 9,700 in 2011. In addition, he 
established the College Scholarship awards that currently give $110,000 in scholarships 
per year. In 2011, PWLS will have awarded nearly $900,000 in scholarships to student 
athletes.

Butler also supports a nationwide Simultaneous Kickoff on a scale unmatched by any other youth football organization. In 
2010, he oversaw the creation of the Pop Warner Medical Advisory Board, which addresses issues concerning players’ health 
and safety, including concussions, hydration and proper nutrition.

Prior to Pop Warner, Butler spent eight years as President of Rae Crowther Co., the leading manufacturer of football blocking 
sleds and field equipment. He also spent six years as a high school assistant football coach.  In addition, he is a longtime 
member of the American Football Coaches Association.

After several years as a Director, Butler was elected Vice President of the National Council of Youth Sports in 1999.  He also 
serves on the Advisory Board of the National Children’s Literacy and Book Alliance, the Editorial Advisory Board of Sports 
Events Magazine, the Risk Management Committee and the Youth Game Sub-Committee of U.S. Lacrosse, the Board of 
Directors of USA Football and on the Board of Hopewell Valley Recreation Foundation. 

This year, Butler was inducted as an honorary member to the American Football Coaches Association and in 2006, he was 
selected as the Hershey’s S.T.R.I.V.E Awards’ National Youth Sports Administrator of the Year.

Butler lives in Pennington with his wife, Chris, and his son, Murf.

Contribution to Youth Football
Jon Butler

2010 Andrew Aromando
2009 Fiore Masci
2008 Charles “Chuck” Moon
2007 Mike Brodock
2006 Dennis Todd

2005 Paul Sumners
2004 John Knapp
2003 Paul Fletcher
2002 Mark Clements

2001 Greg Neiderman
2000 Cindy Allen
1999 Bud Ralston
1998 Ferguson Reaves
1997 Henry Cole

Past Contribution to Youth Football Award Recipients



32

Scholar•Leader•Athlete Awards Dinner

Jack Millard Memorial Football Official Award
George Wah

Few individuals have left a more massive imprint on the local sporting community 
than George Wah. A Trenton native and graduate of Trenton Central High School and 
Trenton State College (now The College of New Jersey), George devoted his entire life 
to physical education and athletics.

He spent three-plus decades as a physical and special education teacher in the Trenton 
School District and was ultimately appointed to Supervisor of Health and Physical 
Education for the last 10 years of his career before retiring in 1994.

George’s knowledge of athletics was unparalleled as he coached every sport from 
baseball, basketball and football to soccer and swimming. After leading the 1962 
Trenton All-Stars to the Babe Ruth World Championship as the team’s manager, 
George garnered a spot in the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Still, teaching and coaching told only a portion of George’s story. He began officiating 
basketball in 1958 and gradually included swimming, baseball, football and track and field 
to his officiating résumé.  George joined the New Jersey Football Officials Association 
in 1962 and officiated games through the 2011 season – his 50th season on the gridiron.

George was also a member of the Eastern Association of Intercollegiate Football officials from 1967 to 1984, officiating 
well over 100 games at the Division I level during that time. In 1979 he garnered the Football Official of the Year Award as 
presented by the Delaware Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame, which was later 
named in honor of one of his closest friends, Jack Millard.

He was also a member of the New Jersey Track & Field Officials Association from 1979 through the 2011 spring season. 
In 2003 he was honored as the New Jersey Boys’ Track/Field Official of the Year by the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches 
Association in cooperation with the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association. 

George’s association with the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame dates back to 1972. He chaired the 
annual Scholar-Leader-Athlete Awards Dinner for the last 35 years. He was also a member of the Trenton Select Committee for 
a number of years and was recognized with their Distinguished Service Award in 1996.

George passed away after a brief illness on December 13, 2011. He is survived by his wife, Sondra Choko Wah, his son Darren 
Wah, his daughter and son-in-law, Tracie and Bob Cummings, and his grandson, Owen. In addition, George was survived by 
his two brothers, three sisters, a brother-in-law, a sister-in-law and many nieces and nephews.

2010 James S. Moscarell
2009 Joe Shaw
2008 Raymond F. Stupienski III
2007 Jim Wilno, Jr.
2006 Ed Harris
2005 Karl “Tinker” Johnston
2004 John Welling III
2003 Troy Stephenson
2002 Al Verdel
2001 Vince Boccanfuso
2000 Tim Teel
1999 Jim Cleary
1998 Tom McCreesh
1997 Merckle Cherry
1996 Larry Gunnell

Past Jack Millard Memorial Football Official Award Recipients

1995 Barry Cicale
1994 Tom Considine
1993 Jim Wilno, Sr.
1992 Angelo Giambelluca
1991 John Terry
1990 John Sheets
1989 Byron Crammer

1988 Ernie Coluccio
1987 Ron Hoehn
1986 Jim Wilno, Jr.
1985 Jack Watro
1984 Paul Chopko
1983 John Zorzi
1982 Al Fullman
1981 Vince Boccanfuso
1980 Jack Millard
1979 George Wah
1978 Norm Van Arsdalen
1977 Chuck Schroeder
1976 Jake Bartolino
1975 Sam Cortina
1974 Tony Mascherin
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Hank Johns Coach of the Year
DAN CARUSO, STEINERT

Past Hank Johns Memorial Coach of the Year Recipients

Dan Caruso’s career with the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
has come full circle. A 1998 graduate of Burlington City High School, Caruso was 
the school’s representative at the Scholar-Leader-Athlete dinner following his senior 
season.

While at Burlington City Dan earned three varsity letters and was a two-way lineman 
under head coach Tim Reardon. He earned 1st team All South Jersey, All Freedom 
Division, All Burlington County and All Burlington County Academic honors. He was 
the Brooks-Irvine Player of the Week and was selected to play in the Rotary Bowl All-
Star game at Rowan University following his senior season.

After graduating from Burlington City, Dan matriculated at Dickinson College in 
Carlisle, Pa. Under the guidance of head coach Darwin Breaux, he flourished as an 
offensive lineman and long snapper, earning three varsity letters. He graduated from 
Dickinson with a Bachelor of Arts in History in 2002.

Following graduation from Dickinson, Caruso began his teaching and coaching career 
at Steinert. Hired by former Steinert head coach Frank Gatto – the 2000 Hank Johns 

Coach of the Year recipient – as offensive line coach, Caruso spent four years coaching the front line before spending the next 
two years as defensive coordinator. In June of 2008 he was named as the eighth football coach in Steinert history. In his four 
years at the helm, he has led the Spartans to three straight NJSIAA Group III playoff appearances.

This past fall was one of unprecedented success for both Caruso and the Spartans. Steinert captured the first playoff win in 
school history against Wall Township and won again on the road the following week, this time outlasting Woodbridge in a 
shootout to advance to the Group III Central final against Neptune at Rutgers. While the Spartans ultimately fell short of 
capturing Mercer County’s first state title by a public school in nearly 30 years, Caruso and the Spartans brought back a level 
of respectability for Mercer County football.

The nine wins tied a school record and for the Spartans’ magical run he was named as Coach of the Year by both The 
Trentonian and The Times of Trenton. He was also named as the Coach of the Year by both papers following the 2009 season. 

2010 Luke Sinkhorn 
 New Egypt
2009 Chappy Moore,  
 Notre Dame
2008 Dave Caldwell,  
 Hopewell Valley
2007 Matthew Perotti,  
 Hunterdon Central
2006 Tom Hoglen,  
 Hamilton West
2005 Todd Smith, WWP South
2004 Ken Mills, Lawrenceville
200 Joe Frappolli, Florence
2002 Kevin Kelly,  
 Conwell Egan
2001 Frank deLaurentis, Peddie
2000 Frank Gatto, Steinert
1999 Jon Adams, Nottingham

1998 Jim Meert,  
 Hunterdon Central
1997 Len Weister, Lawrence
1996  Keith Hartbauer, Hamilton
1995  Charlie Pirrello,  
 North Burlington
1994  Jerry Eure, Pennington
1993  Ken Keuffel,  
 Lawrenceville
1992  Keith Wadsworth,  
 Princeton
1991  Joe Frappolli, Florence
1990  Harold Beatty, Trenton
1989  Tim Hadden,  
 Burlington Twp.
1988  John Mackay, Peddie
1987 Tom Stuart, WWP
1986  Kurt Vollherbst, Princeton

1985  Bill Long, Pennington
1984  Mike Ortman, Morrisville
1983  Chappy Moore,  
 Notre Dame
1982  Pete Quinn, Trenton
1981  Bruce Martz, Ewing
1980  Jim Walker, Princeton Day
1979  Bruce Martz, Ewing
1978  Bill Long, Princeton
1977  Bob Hart, Bensalem
1976  Chappy Moore,  
 Notre Dame
1975  Sam Jefferis,  
 South Hunterdon
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“The Princeton 
Football 
Association 
congratulates Bob 
Casciola ’58 on his 
dedicated service 
to the National 
Football 
Foundation, as the 
Delaware Valley 
chapter celebrates 
its 50th 
anniversary.”

Bob Surace ’90
Head Coach,

Princeton Football

Bob Casciola ’58 has been an integral part of Princeton football since his days as 
an All-Ivy tackle in 1957. He has served as both assistant coach (when he recruited 
future Hall of Famer Cosmo Iacavazzi), and head coach (1973-77).

Coach Casciola later became President of the National Football Foundation, where he 
led the efforts to make the sport of college football better for everybody.

Coach Casciola is being honored for his efforts in getting the 50th going by leading 
the “Friends of the 50th” initiative in raising scholarship dollars and attendance. He 
continues to bring pride to both Princeton University and all of college football.
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Fisher Capital 
congratulates 

all the  

2011 Scholar-Leader-Athletes 
Distinguished American:  

Eric Hamilton
Contribution to Amateur Football: 

Paul “Bones” Vichroski



36

Congratulations
to the Delaware 
Valley Chapter  
on 50 Years 
of Service and 
Leadership.

Rick Bus Company
620 Pear Street  
Trenton, NJ 08648
Toll Free 
1-877-742-5287

“Many thanks  
to Ron Rick, Sr.  
for his leadership  
over the years.”
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Today’s Quilting…
tomorrow’s treasures

Your Online Source  
for all your Quilting Needs...

www.todaysquilting.com

Would like to take this opportunity  
to congratulate all the award winners  
tonight for their outstanding efforts!

Nancy Zaborowski
Owner

TodaysQuilting@aol.com
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A contractor of natural and synthetic 
fields for all sports, at all levels. 
SCG installed its exclusive Trophy Turf 
at The College of New Jersey, home 
field of the Sunshine Classic.

design.build.install

SCG congratulates this year’s winners of the 

Delaware Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation 

and Hall of Fame’s annual Scholar-Leader-Athlete awards. 

These student athletes exemplify scholarship, 

citizenship and leadership, on and off the field.

G I V I N G  U S  A

Reason to Cheer
ON AND OFF THE GRIDIRON

Phone: 440.546.1200  www.SCGfields.com
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Congratulations  
to the  

Delaware Valley  
Chapter on your  
50th Anniversary

2012 Honorees
Coach Bones 

Contribution to  
Amateur Football

Jay Donoghue 
Scholar-Leader-Athlete

Proud to award the  
Roy W. VanNess Trophy in recognition of excellence

50th Anniversary glasses sponsored by the Lions GridIron Group
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CREATED BY THE JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, JR. FOUNDATION.   AUTHORIZED AND ACCREDITED BY SPECIAL OLYMPICS, INC. FOR THE BENEFIT OF PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

3 Princess Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648  /  609-896-8000  /  www.sonj.org

The spirit, the will to 
win, and the will to excel 
are the things that endure. 

These qualities are so 
much more important 

than the events 
that occur.”

-Vince Lombardi

Congratulations to the 2011 High School Football Scholarship 
Award Winners and all of this year’s Delaware Valley Chapter 
Award Recipients!
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THANK YOU MR. WAH
FROM YOUR 1962 BABE RUTH  

WORLD CHAMPIONS.
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Best Wishes  
to our  
Award 
Winners  
and Honorees!

from  
The Fahertys
Flip, Nancy,  
Marly & Jack
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We make things bloom. New Jersey’s future success depends on our ability to effectively

manage the need for environmental protection with the need for a growing economy. At PSEG, 

we’re committed to both. For three decades, we’ve been working to reduce the environmental

impact of our own operations and working with others to achieve effective, innovative 

solutions to today’s environmental issues. We’re committed to reducing our carbon footprint through

investments in renewable energy, efficient central power generation and energy efficiency

measures. And, through investments in our customers and communities we’re helping them

reduce their carbon footprint as well. Balancing economic development and environmental

protection is critical to creating a better, healthier world for our children.  It’s one way in which 

we’re making things bloom in New Jersey.
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Congratulations to the  
Delaware Valley Chapter

of the
National Football Foundation

on its
50th Annnniversary!

 
Diamond Nation

is pleased to become a
“Friend of the 50th”

thereby naming a scholarship
in honor of

 William F. Faherty
 A long-time chapter supporter!

www.DiamonDnation.com
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Committed to efficient operations  

under principles of  

Stewardship, Integrity and Service

Insurance - 1-800-232-6600 l www.NJM.com
Banking - 1-877-NJM-BANK l www.NJMBank.com

New Jersey Manufacturers  
Insurance Company and NJM Bank

congratulate the 

Delaware Valley Chapter

of the

National Football Foundation  
and College Hall of Fame

on its 50th Anniversary

NJM BANK IS 
MEMBER FDIC

Ivan Charbonneau ’12 is being celebrated tonight as the Scholar-Athlete  
honoree of the Delaware Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation.

Charbonneau electrified the Princeton fans in the season opener with a kickoff return for a 
touchdown against eventual Patriot League champion Lehigh, and through his tireless hard 
work, he earned a starting role in the Princeton defensive backfield during the 2011 season. 

Congratulations, Ivan!

The Princeton University Football Program  
congratulates 2012 College honoree Ivan Charbonneau
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COLIN MACRI
North Hunterdon H.S.

2012 Delaware Valley Chapter Football 
Scholar Leader Athlete

Congratulations!

Love, Mom, Dad 

Jenna, and Mr. D
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Mercer County Park Marina  
& Hamilton Elks
(609) 586-0883

Exclusive Caterer to The Delaware Valley 12th Man Touchdown Club
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AnnMarie Crivelli • Owner
AnnMarieCrivelli@DestinationAthlete.com

www.destinationathlete.com

(609) 406-7880

Sports Equipment • Team Uniforms • Spirit Wear

Destination Athlete  
would like to congratulate  
all of the Scholar-Athletes  

being recognized today for their 
accomplishments on and off the field.



Congratulations to the 
Scholar Athletes

We Wish All of You  
Continued Excellence in the  
Classroom and on the Field

SPORTS CAMPS          PARTICIPANT LIABILITY          SPECIAL RISK

(800) 932-4476
FAX  (609) 895-1468


